City of Mill Valley

Street Smarts Marin Overview

The Program
Ever run a red light, jaywalk, or speed through a school
zone? Whether you are pedestrian, a bicyclist or a driver,
your behavior plays a huge role in keeping our streets safe.
Street Smarts Marin brings education into the equation by
building awareness, offering safety tips, and reminding all
of us to take responsibility for our actions on the road.
Mill Valley is one of several Marin cities and towns that
participate in Street Smarts, a traffic safety program
provided by local jurisdictions and the Transportation
Authority of Marin (TAM). It is designed to make Marin’s
streets safer and friendlier and to reduce the number of
traffic related accidents.
The program’s intent is to raise public awareness about
attitudes and actions on the streets, to improve safety for
school children walking and biking to school, and to offer
new ways of thinking about the role each of us can play as
part of a Street Smarts solution.

The Strategy
Street Smarts works on many levels. The program is
promoted in Marin County through outdoor advertising and
brand awareness, community events, school activities and
discussions, neighborhood initiatives, and more.

The Opportunity
Bring the Street Smarts message to your neighborhood,
work place, school, club, or other organizations. The
program provides a variety of resources, including lawn
signs, posters, and a presentation kit to help you raise
awareness, change attitudes, and improve driving,
pedestrian, and bicycling behaviors in your community.

Street Smarts gets people thinking by:
••

Raising the discussion

••

Changing attitudes

••

Improving behaviors

••

Reducing accidents and injuries

Street Smarts brings education to our streets.

We’ll slow down for speed bumps. Or because there’s
a police officer nearby. But what about all the other
times when behavior requires a personal decision
based on awareness, knowledge, conscience, courtesy,
responsibility, thoughtfulness? This is when education is
essential, and when the Street Smarts program makes
its mark.
The following behaviors have been identified as
most urgent in Marin County and are addressed by
the Street Smarts program:
••

Speeding

••

Stopping (running red lights and stop signs)

••

Distracted driving

••

Crosswalk safety and compliance

••

Bicyclist violations and bicyclist safety

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Street Smarts Marin works on many levels using outdoor media, brochures, posters, and other community outreach tools.
Materials are available on the Street Smarts Marin website or through your Street Smarts representative.

Outdoor Media Campaign

The centerpiece of Marin’s Street Smarts program, the
outdoor media campaign employs banners and signs with
educational messages that are deployed at “hotspots,” the
locations where traffic problems occur most frequently.
The campaign usually targets the end-of-school and
back-to-school months. Residents can also participate by
requesting lawn signs for their neighborhood.
Community Traffic Safety Presentation Kits
The Get Street Smart! Did You Know?
presentation and other materials are
community representatives, businesses,
associations, and other organizations for
community gatherings.

traffic safety
available for
homeowners
their use at

Safety Flyers

Street Smarts Marin safety flyers provide pedestrian,
bicyclist, and driver safety tips.

Brochures

The Safe Driving brochures address driving safely, especially
wherever children are present, and teaching children safe
pedestrian habits and pedestrian behaviors in school
zones. They are available from participating jurisdictions.
Quizes

Safety Posters

Posters conveying safety messages are available to display
in places like shop windows, workplaces, and community
and school bulletin boards.

Street Smarts Marin offers two questionnaires. The Street
Smarts Road Test tests your driving knowledge, while
“Mind the Road. Mind your Mind.” assesses whether you
are a distracted driver.

Examples of Street Smarts Marin Media:

Street pole banner

Safety brochure

Safety poster

Traffic Safety Presentation

The information in this brochure is one component of the City of Mill Valley’s Traffic Calming
Program. For more information on Mill Valley’s Traffic Calming Program, visit the City’s
website, under Public Works: www.cityofmillvalley.org
The City of Mill Valley
26 Corte Madera Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: 415-388-4033
Fax: 415-381-1736

For more information on Street Smarts Marin, including on contacting your Street Smarts
representative, please visit the program’s website: www.StreetSmartsMarin.org
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A public education campaign to improve driver, pedestrian and bicyclist behavior

Safety Tips FOR DRIVERS
Follow the Rules of the Road:

Watch Out for Pedestrians and Bicyclists:

1.

8.

As a driver, remember that you may encounter
pedestrians and bicyclists anytime and anywhere,
even in places where they may be unexpected.

9.

Pedestrians can be very hard to see, especially in bad
weather, at night, or during the late afternoon when
the sun is setting. Keep a lookout and slow down if
you can’t see clearly.

2.

3.

4.

Drive the speed limit or slower if conditions require it.
The speed limit is set to allow for safe driving speeds
and to allow enough time to stop when needed.
Pedestrians are almost twice as likely to die if they
are struck by a vehicle at 40 mph than at 30 mph.
Never text or use other devices while driving and
avoid using cell phones even with hands-free options.
Distractions of just a few seconds can result in
accidents.
Obey traffic control devices such as stoplights, stop
signs, and crosswalks. They are placed at their
designated locations to improve safety for drivers,
pedestrians, and bicyclists. But, they are only
effective if you respect them.
Observe the right of way of other drivers, pedestrians,
and cyclists

10. Stop for pedestrians who are crossing the
street, whether in a crosswalk or at an unmarked
intersection.

11. When you stop for a pedestrian in a crosswalk, stop
well back so that drivers in the other lanes can also
see the pedestrian in time to stop.

12. Cars stopped in the street may be stopped to allow
a pedestrian to cross. Do not pass if there is any
doubt!

13. Don’t assume that pedestrians see you, or that they
Don’t be a distracted driver:
5.

Adjust mirrors, seats, radio, GPS, and other legal
devices before driving off.

6.

Keep your attention focused on the road, not on your
passengers: secure passengers and pets and give
children ways to occupy themselves before driving.
Avoid arguments with passengers.

7.

Don’t eat, drink, shave, apply makeup, etc

will act predictably. They may be physically or mentally
impaired, unfamiliar with how to cross the street
safely, or just not paying attention.

14. When you are turning, you often will have to wait for
a “gap” in traffic. Beware while you are watching for
that “gap,” that pedestrians or bicyclists may have
moved into your intended path. Look to the right
again to check that the crosswalk is clear, before
proceeding to turn.

15. Be especially attentive around schools and in
neighborhoods where children are present.

16. Slow down in neighborhoods! Expect that children or
pets may dart out into the street without warning, and
drive accordingly.

Remember: how you drive is a reflection of the
respect you have for this community

Do you have kids? Do you know kids?
Think about how you want people to drive around your kids...

Safe driving practices

Dangerous driving practices

• Come to a complete stop at stop signs.

• Pick up or drop off your child in the middle
of the street.

DO:

• Always yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.

DON’T:

• Only load passengers at the curb in the designated safe
loading areas.

• Call your children across the street to your car.

• Expect children to pop up in the wrong place!

• Make U-turns in school zones.

• Follow the safety instructions given by crossing guards
and school officials.

• Block the crosswalk or driveways with your car.

• Buckle up everyone in your car.

• Leave your vehicle unattended in a passenger
loading zone.

• Always pay attention to the road.

• Double-park.

• Park in red zones or bus zones.

• Speed through school zones or residential areas.
• Talk on your cell phone.
• Get distracted while you are driving.

DISTANCE IT TAKES TO STOP A CAR
TRAVELING AT:
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NUMBER OF FEET IT WILL TAKE YOU TO STOP

Teach the children in your life to:

Did you know?

• Walk on the sidewalk, not in the street.

• Many speeders in your neighborhood live in your
neighborhood.

• Look all ways before crossing the street.
• Make eye contact with drivers before stepping off
a sidewalk.
• Cross the street only in the crosswalk or at an
intersection, not in the middle of a block.
• Watch for backing cars.
• Obey adult crossing guards and school safety patrols.
• Pay attention to cars when walking or biking.
• Never step out from between parked cars (drivers
can’t see them in time to stop).
• Never chase a ball into the street.

Protect your children.
Protect our children.
We need to protect our children. Remember, you have
the power to keep them safe. When you’re in a school
zone, pay extra attention, obey all traffic laws, and drive
the speed limit. Good drivers are good stoppers!
Please drive carefully, especially in school zones.

For more information about Street Smarts Marin, the traffic safety
education program from the Transportation Authority of Marin, go to:
StreetSmartsMarin.org.
Developed by City of San Jose, Department of Transportation with the
Oregon Department of Transportation; portions copyrighted by ODOT
and permission granted in advance to reproduce in whole or in part
for free, educational uses.

Transportation Authority of Marin

• 23% of fatal accidents happen on local roads,
such as residential streets.
• You are more likely to die when struck by a car
traveling 30 mph than a car traveling 25 mph.
• According to the World Health Organization’s
2007 “Youth and Safety Report”:
Car crashes are the number one cause of death
for young persons, worldwide, between the ages
of 10 and 24.

DON’T BE A STATISTIC!
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TAKE THE STREET SMARTS

ROAD TEST

A public education campaign to improve
driver, pedestrian and bicyclist behavior.

What’s your SSQ? The Street Smarts Road Test will reveal your “Street Smarts
Quotient.” And, it may also reveal something about your driving personality.
Circle the answer that most closely describes YOUR
behavior on the road:
1. When traffic is trying to merge into your lane,
you should:
A. Get right on the bumper of the car in front of you
and don’t let them in.
B. Look straight ahead and pretend you don’t see them.
C. Slow down and make space so they can merge.
D. None of the above.
E. All of the above.
Answer: C. When cars bunch up and drivers have to
brake, traffic grinds to a halt. When you slow down and
allow others to merge, traffic continues to flow.
2. If you come to a stop sign and you don’t see any
other cars, you should:
A. Come to a complete stop.

Answer: C. Never try to cross a street if you are not at an
intersection. And use the crosswalk whenever possible.
5. Which of the following is considered unsafe
when driving?
A. Talking on the phone.
B. Eating a sandwich.
C. Closing your eyes.
D. All of the above.
E. None of the above.
Answer: D. Talking on the phone and eating are two of
the most common causes of accidents. And if you’re
tired, don’t close your eyes – just pull over and rest.
You’ll be glad you did.
6. When approaching an intersection and the light turns
yellow, you should:
A. Hit the gas and beat the light.

B. Slow down and look both ways before proceeding.

B. Continue at the same speed to see if the light
changes and slam on the brakes.

C. Honk your horn and roll through the sign.

C. Slow down and come to an easy stop.

Answer: A. STOP means STOP. Stop signs are placed for
your safety and the safety of others who may be crossing
at that intersection, including children.

Answer: C. Don’t run the risk of running a light. Drive
under control and slow down on yellow. It’s safer… and
less stressful. Keep in mind: the goal is to get from Point
A to Point B as SAFE as you can, NOT as fast as you can.

3. Bicyclists are only allowed to ride where there are
bike lanes.
A. True.
B. False.
Answer: False. Bicyclists, with the exception of most
freeways and some bridges, can use the street in the
same manner as cars, as long as they follow the same
traffic laws as cars.
4. If you want to cross the street and there is no
crosswalk you should:
A. Make a run for it.
B. Walk out and hold up your hand to stop traffic.
C. Go to the nearest intersection and cross when it is
safe, preferably in a crosswalk.

Street Smarts Marin

7. Speeding is:
A. A good way to lose a Saturday (by having to attend
Traffic School!).
B. Never OK.
C. OK, as long as others are doing it.
D. A & B.
E. None of the above.
Answer: D. It’s against the law to speed, even if everyone
else is doing it. And, if you get a ticket, you could spend
an entire Saturday in Traffic School. More importantly,
speeding is dangerous. If you care about your community,
obey traffic laws. Remember: how you drive is a reflection
of your respect for this community.

www.StreetSmartsMarin.org

STREET SMARTS ROAD TEST
A public education campaign to improve
driver, pedestrian and bicyclist behavior.

8. When driving in neighborhoods you should:

11. If someone cuts you off in traffic, you should:

A. Reduce your speed.

A. Catch up to them and cut them off.

B. Drive with respect for the people who live there.

B. Catch up to them and glare.

C. Watch out for kids and pets.

C. Catch up to them and tailgate.

D. All of the above.

D. Ignore it and drive responsibly.

Answer: D. A neighborhood is no place to speed. There’s far
too much at stake. Please drive carefully in any neighborhood – not just your own - and watch for children and pets.

Answer: D (for Duh). Retaliating for a bonehead maneuver
with another bonehead maneuver begets even more
bonehead maneuvers. Shake it off, let it go and go
about your business as if it never happened.

9. Traffic flows more smoothly when:
A. Drivers change lanes often.

12. In a school zone the rule is:

B. Drivers maintain a consistent speed.

A. 25 MPH all the time.

C. Drivers tailgate.

B. 25 MPH when you see kids coming and going
to school.

D. Drivers spread out and allow a buffer zone
between cars.

C. Whatever the posted speed limit is.

E. A & C.

D. 25 MPH when you see kids on the playground.

F. B & D.

Answer: B. “When children are present” means when they
are coming and going to school or crossing the street.
Keep in mind they may not be paying attention when
crossing the street, so it is important that you pay attention
to them. Please drive safely around our schools!

Answer: F. Anything that makes you or others hit the
brakes, makes everyone brake and stops traffic. When
you allow space and drive consistently, drivers can make
small adjustments to their speed and road position
safely, allowing traffic to continue to flow smoothly.
10. When crossing the street in a crosswalk:

13. A good driver is someone who:
A. Can weave through traffic like a Formula One driver.

A. Stop when the red hand flashes.

B. Never gets a ticket.

B. Never assume a driver sees you; make eye contact.

C. Drives with respect for the law and for others.

C. It’s OK to cross on red, as long as you don’t see
cars coming.

D. Has never been in an accident.

D. Don’t bother looking both ways, you have the
right-of-way.
Answer: B. Even if you are in the crosswalk, a driver may
not see you. When you make eye contact, you can be
sure you are seen. And a flashing red hand is your
warning that the light will be changing. If you’ve already
started crossing, proceed across the street.

Answer: C. Skill without respect does not a good driver
make. And if you’ve never received a ticket or been in an
accident, you’re probably just really lucky.
10-13 Correct Answers
Congratulations - You should be a driving instructor!
7-9 Correct Answers
Keep up the good work – You have good driving habits.
4-6 Correct Answers
Go straight to the DMV for a driving test!
0-3 Correct Answers
May we suggest that you take public transportation?

Street Smarts Marin

www.StrretSmartsMarin.org

MIND THE ROAD.
MIND YOUR MIND.

A public education campaign to improve
driver, pedestrian and bicyclist behavior.

Are you a distracted driver? Circle the answer that best applies to you.

While driving, how often do you…
1.

Talk on a cell phone, other than in an emergency?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

2.

Text, e-mail, use the internet, play games on your phone, or use other devices?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

3.

Forget to adjust the mirrors and seats, select entertainment options and other controls,
or find the lights and turn signal before driving off?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

4.

Focus attention on passengers, especially when they are arguing or being unruly,
rather than concentrate on the task of driving?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

5.

Eat food or drink beverages?
Never 		
Sometimes 		

Frequently

Change the radio or CD while driving?
Never 		
Sometimes 		

Frequently

Program the GPS while driving?
Never 		
Sometimes 		

Frequently

6.

7.

8.

Shave, put on makeup, or attend to other personal grooming tasks?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

9.

Carry pets, plants, loose objects or cargo, or other miscellaneous items in your car?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently

10. Read a road map, newspaper, or work report?
Never 		
Sometimes 		
Frequently
11. Prepare for an upcoming meeting?
Never 		
Sometimes 		

Frequently

Your Score – give yourself: 			

If You Scored:

3 points for each Never 				
2 points for each Sometimes 			
0 points for each Frequently 			

25 - 33 = Great job!
15 – 25 = Room for improvement
0 – 15 = At risk

Adapted from AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety and AAA of Northern California.

