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Recommendation: Expand/widen vegetation removal to include the entire City right of
way along evacuation routes. Tree crown spacing would be increased to further disrupt
the continuity of the canopy thus diminishing the opportunity for sustained crown fires.
The recommendations would come to fruition by managing vegetation removal
prescriptions along selected corridors key to access and evacuation.

Accelerate the design and construction of fire access and evacuation route enhancement
projects with a goal to complete one project a year as funding/logistics allows. Evaluate
and develop a community-supported plan to mitigate trees that hinder access/egress on
Cascade, W. Blithedale and other critical routes. This would be done in a manner that
balances community desires while ensuring and retaining emergency access/egress.

Fire and Police departments throughout Marin County and within the City have
substantial plans/frameworks to conduct community evacuations during an emergency.
The City of Mill Valley has practiced these concepts for the last 12 years by hosting
neighborhood evacuation drills.

Outcome: Improved emergency response times and more effective evacuation routes
will result by creating larger vegetation buffers on critical routes, thus enhancing our
infrastructure capacity during an emergency response or evacuation.

Fire Prevention Initiative 4 - Public Education:

Currently: The Fire Department conducts educational opportunities by way of several
sources, mediums, and platforms. We have contemporary educational content located on
the City’s website and have developed several videos that focus on vegetation
management and evacuation concepts for all residents. We provide various mailings and
have developed a smartphone application that illustrates the processes homeowners can
undertake to improve their homes’ survivability. Finally, we offer/support several classes
for residents throughout the year to include the Fire in Marin Class, the National Fire
Protection Association’s Hazard Recognition in the Wildland Urban Interface class and
Get Ready.

Recommendation: Mill Valley Fire and Police Departments would jointly consolidate
all educational materials associated with evacuation and vegetation management into one
City of Mill Valley Evacuation information pamphlet. Separately, the Fire Department
will continue to support the classes currently offered. We will develop new programs
that focus on structural ignitability and residential survivability.

Continue with the plan to work directly with neighborhoods on preparedness, prevention,
evacuation, and home survival. This program will be a great first step towards
neighborhood organizing, neighbors-helping-neighbors, and evacuation concepts.

Outcome: Enhanced understanding of risks associated with wildfire throughout the
community. Improved clarity surrounding the responsibilities of the homeowner and that
of the City.
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Fiscal Impacts
Detailed in the Staff Report.

Attachments:
No attachments.



