Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Danielle Staude
Monday, May 24, 2021 7:51 PM
Daphne de Marneffe
RE: 1 Hamilton Drive project -- comments and questions

Hi Daphne,
See my responses below.
(1) On p. 8 of the Site Analysis, there is a picture to the right with a yellow outlined area, and a picture to the left with a
black outlined area marked “Parcel PSB”. I wanted to make sure that the proposed site is only the yellow outline area,
and no part of the park across the street.
> The focus is on the yellow area. There may be some opportunity to redesign the police/fire parking or other creative
design solutions. There is no intention change the sports fields or park area.
(2) The materials suggest that parking spaces for park and sports traffic would be conserved. Where will they be put?
That is why we need a non-profit housing developer to help design the project and look at creative solutions. See above
answer as well.
(3) Will this be affordable housing in perpetuity, or does it revert to market rate at some point?
In perpetuity.
(4) What if any changes in traffic engineering will accompany this construction? For example, will Hamilton become a 2
way street? What are the plans for traffic congestion in that area?
Circulation will need to be addressed as part of designing the project, including where to place parking and driveways. It
may be an opportunity to address some of the concerns raised by the community also about safety of children crossing
streets/access to fields and park area.
(5) Are any changes to the park, playing fields, or meadow proposed as part of this plan?
At this point we are in a conceptual phase. The intent is to utilize the area in yellow, with potential opportunities as I
mentioned in #1 above.
(6) How will potential residents apply for and be given preference for this affordable housing?
It can depend on funding. Affordable housing projects can target/focus on certain populations, such as seniors, family
housing, homeless or workforce (as an example). The City is interested in workforce housing, and will look for a nonprofit developer that can help the City work on financing for that to happen. Then it will allow the city to set priorities
on the workforce.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jim Devitt <jhdevitt@yahoo.com>
Monday, May 24, 2021 8:28 PM
John McCauley; Danielle Staude
hans_fallant@comcast.net
Fw: Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender
Mayor McCauley and Danielle Staud, Forwarding the excellent comments from a 42 years resident of Enchanted Knolls.
Please listen carefully to our concerns. Thank you, Jim Devitt
----- Forwarded Message ----From: `Hans Fallant <hans_fallant@comcast.net>
To: "jhdevitt@yahoo.com" <jhdevitt@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021, 4:03:10 PM PDT
Subject: Hauke Park

Just returning from a road trip we were shocked by the news about the ill conceived Hauke Park development.Many
of our neighbors have expressed serious concerns and objections
and we do agree with all of them without repeating them at this point however we wish to add our thoughts.
We have lived on Shelley Drive for 42 years and in that time we experienced many changes in Mill Valley ,not
always desirable ones, here and there some great ones, but life went on.
Now comes this absolute stunner which in our opinion constitutes a grave transgression committed by a local
government into peoples lives. In all our years in Mill Valley have with seen
only one greater transgression in the county, the unseemly apartment “factory” in Corte Madera which already is
turning into a nightmare for the people living there and in the area. We have
road traveled through many parts of this country and have seen too often misdeeds of extremely unsightly
construction of buildings visual focal points in otherwise nice little towns. Always
we would be thinking that luckily we won’t have things like this in Mill Valley.until got this dose of realty.Our point is;
that we do not elect people to perform their civic duties for their electorate
but also be good steward of the land in which we live and where the next generation will live. We do encourage you
to accept that responsibility and be good stewards and manage the land
responsibly and smartly.. Sadly it appears that there is a remarkable lack of sensitivity and emontional involvement
by this committee to even make this kind proposal. Clearly this will
not proceed without significant legal challenges.
Sincerely
Eleonore and Hans Fallant

Jim could you forward this letter to the committee I was unable to get the correct email ad
thank you very much
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To: Danielle Staude, Senior Planner, Mill Valley Planning Department

May 24, 2021

The Public Safety Building/Hauke Field parking lot is not a feasible housing site. The location is out of
character for the neighborhood.
It will involve encroachment on bay lands, wild habitats and sensitive wetlands, unknown parking
redesign, impact the current use of fields, and increase traffic on a road that is heavily used by children
walking/biking to school, as well as dog walkers and many field activities.
There are team practices many days of the week including soccer, lacrosse, etc.
Parents need to park in that lot next to the fire station to drop off children who also all need access to
the two restrooms across from the fields.
All fields are fully used on the week-end. That lot is full and cars are parked all over the neighboring
streets.
Hamilton is a one-way street and should remain that way. It was never designed as a short-cut to the
freeway via neighborhood streets. It was designed for local neighborhood traffic.
The only notice our community received was just sent to people who live 500 feet from the site.
Neighbors on our street, Millay Place, did not even know about this proposal. The property belongs to
the community. It doesn’t belong to the developers.
We have lived on Millay Place for many years and have observed our area becoming more and more
congested. We have difficulty turning from Roque Moraes into our street due to the traffic. The
committee needs to witness the traffic, especially on week-ends with sports activities and be aware of
the existing daily gridlock on East Blithedale Ave. going into/out of town.
Any future higher density plans should be located near mass transit and provide adequate on-site
parking.
For these reasons I feel that the Public Safety Building/Hauke Field parking lot does not work for the
proposed affordable housing site.
Thank you,
Elizabeth Ewing

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave Delatorre <dave@singlenetproperties.com>
Monday, May 24, 2021 9:40 PM
jmmcauley@cityofmillvalley.org; Danielle Staude
Proposed Affordable Housing Project at 1 Hamilton drive

CAUTION: External Sender

Hello Ms. Staude and Mr. McCauley – My name is David Delatorre and I live at 44 Millay Place in Mill Valley as well as
own a second property here in Mill Valley at 45 Plymouth Avenue. My family purchased the 44 Millay Place property in
1972 before there was ever a Hauke Park at the bottom 44 Millay Place. The addition of Hauke Park and community
baseball and multi-sport fields & facilities that have been developed around Hauke Park are some of the finest in the SF
Bay Area and should be considered the Crown Jewels of Mill Valley recreational community.
Hauke Park Parking Issues - As you may know Hauke Park and the recreational facilities are hugely successful and draw a
large number of parents and their kids. On Saturdays when there are multiple sports being played the “parking is
overwhelmed” and there are usually 40-50 cars that “over-flow” into the neighborhood streets of Roque Moraes,
Kipling, and Millay streets every weekend. All of the parking on Tuesdays and Thursdays seems to be used up too and
against cars are flowing into Roque Moraes and Kipling during peak practice times between 3 PM and 6 PM. The loss of
the 20-30 existing parking spaces where the proposed housing project will go will further “push cars up” Roque Mores,
Kipling, and Millay streets. I am fairly certain that the proposed housing project will not “100% self-park” and many of
those residents will flow out to Roque Moraes and Kipling further negatively impacting the neighborhood.
Bad Site For Affordable Housing - My main objection to the proposed development is that it is in the “middle of
nowhere” and there are no services or anything to support a low-income housing project nor its residents at this
location. I have been in the commercial real estate industry for over 30 years and have a fair amount of development
and re-development experience. Based upon my experience low-income housing needs to be in “the urban core” of a
city or community and not “no man’s land”. Lower-income residents need “easy and walkable access” to public
transportation, grocery stores, restaurants & coffee shops, doctors offices, and community gathering places. The
proposed Hamilton drive offers none of those features and amenities for a lower- income housing demographic. Where
are you proposing that these residents will buy groceries from and be able to find nearby dining choices?
Lack of Access - Since the majority of these residents will not have vehicles is the city of Mill Valley going to include
running a “shuttle service” to take these residents to the grocery stores, to the nearest restaurant which is 4-5 blocks
away, or their doctors offices which are probably on Miller Avenue or the downtown core? How do you expect these
residents who are on limited incomes and the majority will probably not have vehicles to access services and
restaurants? Are you expecting these elderly and lower income residents to carry 4 bags of groceries from Safeway
across the middle school, the dog park, and back home? What if they want a cup of coffee? Where do they go?
Support Smart Affordable Housing Development - Please be advised that I support the development of low-income
housing here in Mill Valley but this is about the worst of a location that anyone could ever propose for a low income
housing project because of it’s lack of access to anything. Please also be advised that have also read the comprehensive
report produced by the city for Mill Valley for the low-income projects that were evaluated for city owned land parcels
too. While I think that trying to develop the “city owned” parcels is admirable I think they all suffer from similar
problems of having “bad locations” for affordable housing projects. I would encourage the city of Mill Valley to work to
add their low-income projects along Miller Avenue from Tam High School to the 7-11 property and in the downtown Mill
Valley core area by allowing existing owners to add second and third story residential over their commercial units and in
their parking lots.
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Put The People At The Core - That will put the low income residents closer to where they need to be and have walkable
access to grocery stores, restaurants, retail services, doctors, and community gathering points. It will also add
“streetscape” to these neighborhoods and put more residents closer to the services they need as well as liven up the
Miller Avenue corridor and downtown MV core. This is where people belong (low income or not) and not out in a
meadow in the middle of nowhere with no access to public transportation or services.
Public & Private Partnerships - I would encourage the city to develop a public/private partnership with the 4-5 key land
owners along Miller Avenue and in the Downtown Core area to come up with new zoning and development regulations
to facilitate “smart in-fill development” throughout those areas of the city on Mill Valley. I am also a good friend of Jim
Wickham too and would love to share my further thoughts on helping Mill Valley develop affordable housing.
Thank you for your consideration in this regard.
Dave Delatorre
Single Net Properties
(619)247-8585 (cell)
Dave@singlenetproperties.com – E mail
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Lawrence B Helzel
102 Sycamore Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941
(415) 302-3471
May 25, 2021
Danielle Staude,
Senior Planner
City of Mill Valley
26 Corte Madera Ave
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Dear Ms Staude: Via email: dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org
I am writing in support of affordable housing project proposed on Hamilton Drive near the
public services building.
It is precisely because our town is surrounded by open space—From Richardson Bay to Mt Tam
to the Watershed and GGNRA—that we should take the opportunity to repurpose a parcel of
city owned property within our city limits to be used for much needed workforce housing. We
are blessed with more open space per capita than most any community in the Bay Area.
Those NIMBY’s that oppose any and all development are not being sensitive to the economic
realities of our community. i.e. it is precisely the scarcity of developable property due to the
open space surround that has driven the value of private property to such astronomical heights.
It is only with ‘free’ land that any new housing initiative can be affordable.
In a past career, I served as a City Councilman for 5 years in a small town with a workforce
housing crisis. The town’s workforce was forced to commute from more than 25 miles away
because there was no affordable housing available anywhere close to their workplace. This
town, too, was surrounded by open space—State, National Forest and BLM land. Our Council
heard the loud cries to ‘save our open space’, when the reality was that one could walk literally
15 minutes in any direction and be in a forest!
We stood in solidarity with the needs for housing and found ways to use small undeveloped,
unused parcels of City, County, and School District property for affordable housing. Today, this
community funded via bond issue a new city hall and public services complex. They are
redeveloping the former City Hall and Fire/Police Station to 56 affordable housing units.
I urge you to stand up tall to support the desperate need for affordable housing in Mill Valley.
The substantial economic benefits to the community far outweigh the cries of the NIMBY’s.

Lawrence Helzel

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anna Biggio <sonoioann@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 8:21 AM
John McCauley; Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Committee 5/25/21 Meeting Comments

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Mayor McCauley and Danielle Staude,
We live at 125 Roque Moraes Drive, right across the street from Hauke Park.
We don't believe that the safety building as well as the Hauke parking lot are feasible for a housing site. This is a
neighborhood park where kids come and play games. We can see the kids of all ages running around playing their
sport. If you take away the parking lot where are parents going to park? The surrounding streets are filled with cars
when the games are playing. The other day our daughter came to visit and there was no parking on Roque Moraes so
she ended up paking in our driveway. When she left she had a hard time getting out of the driveway because of all the
cars which were parked everywhere on Millay. There are already a lot of cars on Hamilton and Roque Moraes. The stop
sign at the corner of Roque Moraes and Hamilton most of the cars don't even slow down. Everyone drives way too fast.
I 'm surprised no-one has gotten hit. Sometimes the traffic is bumper to bumper from East Blithedale all the way down
Hamilton. Our cars parked in front of our house have been hit 5 times from drivers going too fast and not paying
attention. If they can hit our parked cars imagine what they can do to a little child darting out into the street. Instead of
eliminating parking more parking should be made for parents who come and watch their kids play sports. By moving the
bathrooms where are kids going to go to the bathroom, it will be inconvenience for kids as well as adults. From our
house we can see kids going to the bathroom in the bushes or behind trees. That's not very sanitary for kids to play
around.
We have lived here for 45 years and there are plenty of condos and apartments in the area and we don't need any more
which will bring in more traffic. We are not against low income housing but please find another place to build.
Please come by when the games are going on and you will see for yourself how it is.
I hope you will take everything into consideration before approving the units.
Thank you for your consideration.
Dave and Anna Biggio
Thank you for listening to us.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Doug Nelson <doug514@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 8:39 AM
Danielle Staude
Housing Committee Meeting Comment: Hauke Park Proposal

CAUTION: External Sender

Hello Danielle:
Please include these comments for the Housing Committee Meeting #9.
As a former Chair of the Parks & Recreation Commission, I object to including park land in the study of City-owned
properties to be considered for housing development. The premise that City park land is “free” and available for
development is a bad one and sets a very bad precedent. I fully support higher density and affordable housing in Mill
Valley but not on park land when there are other options, particularly under-utilized commercial properties. The fact
that these properties are privately-held should not preclude them from consideration for redevelopment into housing or
mixed-use.
Using park land for housing is not free. It comes at a cost to current and future generations. These lands were set aside
as parks as an endowment in perpetuity, not as land waiting for a better idea. The Hauke Park parking and restroom
area is part of the park and those uses would need to be relocated elsewhere in Hauke Park, taking land away from
recreational uses.
It has been rationalized that this is just a small part of a park, but this sets a very bad precedent that will haunt us in the
future. If this is a good idea, what about a piece of Bayfront Park or Boyle Park, or another piece of our parks
endowment for a needed use?
I ask you to consider other opportunities for housing, particularly under-utilized commercial properties. If housing is an
important enough issue to address, we should seek the best opportunities that may include the cost of acquiring land.
Park land is not free land.
Thank you,
Douglas Nelson
514 E. Blithedale Ave., Mill Valley.

Sent from my iPad
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Benson <airvibrations@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 8:56 AM
Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Comment - Affordable Housing - Mill Valley

CAUTION: External Sender

Hello,
As a Mill Valley resident I feel strongly that increasing our capacity for affordable housing is the right thing to do. A few
points to consider:
•
•
•

Mill Valley has not added any significant affordable housing units in two decades
Offering local affordable housing may help ease traffic congestion around Blithedale ave
Increasing affordable housing solutions will help make Mill Valley a more socio-economically diverse community

I urge our community and local leaders to continue to create opportunities to make Mill Valley a more welcoming place
for people across the socio-economic spectrum.
Thank you,
Michael Benson
Mill Valley Resident
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Reich <christinemreich@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 9:15 AM
Danielle Staude
Hamilton Drive Proposal

CAUTION: External Sender

For the residents of Enchanted Knolls a proposal of more housing in our already very congested neighborhood seems
inconsistent with good reasoning. First, the obvious, we already have enough low-income houses surrounding this
area. Second, the traffic as it is now is almost impossible. Perhaps, most importantly, our parks are full to capacity with
children and dog walkers and bikers crossing and recrossing not only Hamilton but also Roque Moraes. This occurs daily
as children are going to and from school, to and from the sports fields. The parking situation on every weekend is
horrendous with cars lining the streets in front of our houses and crammed into every available space around the
parks. Check with the local police station for verification or, better yet, come on over and see it for yourselves. More
housing and more cars would cause accidents and indeed endanger our children and all of us!
Please consider carefully before proceeding with this untenable plan.
Thank you, Christine and Hans Reich
40 Millay Place
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MILL VALLEY HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
May 25, 2021
OPEN SESSION
PHILIP R. HINDERBERGER, PRESIDENT,
COMMUNITY HOUSING FOUNDATION MILL VALLEY
Mr. Chairman, members of the Housing Advisory Committee my name
is Philip R. Hinderberger, 19 Glen Drive Mill Valley and I’m here
tonight to introduce the Community Housing Foundation Mill Valley.
The Community Housing Foundation Mill Valley was formed this year
in response to the plea by the Mill Valley City Council for help to find
solutions reversing the serious and steady loss of residents who want to
live and work in Mill Valley.
Unfortunately the loss of our local workforce has been an ongoing
problem for many years caused primarily by the erosion of the supply of
middle income housing due to the extraordinary rise in the price of
single family homes.
Economists have dubbed this the “missing middle” housing gap which
is threatening to hollow out our local workforce, long the the beating
heart of our small town. Although all our local workers are affected, the
primary impact is felt by our middle income families who earn too much
to be eligible for government housing subsidies but don’t earn enough to
afford a single family detached home-long the American dream.
This is not just a Mill Valley problem or even a Bay area problem but a
national problem that warrants mobilizing all levels of government,
business and community nonprofits to find innovative solutions to
preserve what middle income workforce housing that remains and
expand the supply primarily through innovative programs to better
utilize our existing housing stock.

The local community members who founded the Community Housing
Foundation Mill Valley were inspired by the 2017 Housing Summit
Report and the work of the Housing Advisory Committee that
convincingly demonstrated the scope of the missing middle housing gap
in Mill Valley.
Among the most compelling facts demonstrating the tremendous need
for more workforce housing in Mill Valley that were instrumental in our
decision to form the Community Housing Foundation Mill Valley:
Only 9% or approximately 400 of our diverse workforce live in Mill
Valley primarily because of the limited supply of suitable housing
options.
The remaining 91% or 4,200 of our local workers – largely roles in the
service and retail industries –are held by people who live outside the
City.
About 1400 of our local workers travel more than 50 miles each work
day coming in and going out of Mill Valley during busy commute hours
immensely adding to our traffic problems.
Mill Valley housing costs continue to rise far outpacing our local
worker’ median income. For example, in 2017 a local worker needed a
family income of at least $117,000 per year to rent a two-bedroom
apartment and at least $289,000 to purchase a modest home. That prices
out many of our local workers in retail jobs, teachers, firefighters, police
officers, clergy and even some medical professionals.
Although there are deed restricted housing options in Mill Valley for the
elderly, disabled and other disadvantaged groups, there is absolutely no
dedicated workforce housing in Mill Valley today.

Based on these challenging findings, the Mill Valley City Council
created the Housing Policy Framework to guide the efforts of its
Housing Advisory Committee.
I’m here today to announce our support for Mill Valley’s Housing
Policy Framework. We look forward to collaborating with the Housing
Advisory Committee and other groups of a like mind to finds
innovative workforce housing solutions that have broad community
support, fit comfortably into our neighborhoods and preserve Mill
Valley’s small town spirit.
Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to address the committee.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip R. Hinderberger, President
Community Housing Foundation Mill Valley

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RICHARD FELTON <richanezka@comcast.net>
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 9:56 AM
Danielle Staude
Hamilton housing development

CAUTION: External Sender

Housing Committee,
I am writing to you to express my opposition to the proposed development on 1 Hamilton Drive.
I am a 40 year resident of this neighborhood who has seen dramatic growth in recent years in the usage of Hauke Park
and adjacent baseball and soccer fields. These fields and parks attract hundreds, if not thousands, of children, seniors,
and local residents on a weekly basis which creates very significant pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
Any increase in traffic due to high density housing directly across the street and adjacent to the Fire Department will
imperil the children and residents of the neighborhood. In addition, the emergency response of police, fire, and
ambulances will be severely impacted in both directions on Hamilton Drive and through the intersection of Roque
Moraes, Kipling, and Hamilton, especially if the City opens Hamilton to two-way traffic south of the police station.
I urge you to reconsider plans to create such a large scale development at 1 Hamilton Drive.
Perhaps the project can be located on the frontage road area adjacent to the101 Freeway where there is access to
public transportation and the density can be accommodated.
Thank you for considering our concerns.
Sincerely,
Richard Felton
54 Millay Place
Mill Valley
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hannah Politzer
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 9:59 AM
Danielle Staude
Kelsey Rogers
FW: Affordable Housing in Mill Valley

Hi Danielle,
Please see below for a Housing Advisory Committee communication.
Thanks,
Hannah
Hannah Politzer
Interim Deputy City Clerk
City of Mill Valley
26 Corte Madera Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388-4033
Email: hpolitzer@cityofmillvalley.org
Web: www.cityofmillvalley.org

From: Linda Blum <Linda.Blum@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 5:56 PM
To: city clerk <cityclerk@cityofmillvalley.org>
Subject: Affordable Housing in Mill Valley
CAUTION: External Sender

To:
Housing Advisory Committee
I’d like to make two points, of the many, that are important to me supporting the proposal for affordable housing in
Mill Valley:
Like most, or I should say all, residents of Mill Valley, I am in favor of the city doing much more to mitigate the traffic
disaster of E. Blithedale.
If more employees in Mill Valley could live here…they wouldn’t be adding the congestion by commuting here.
As I stroll through the streets, enjoy the parks, and do my shopping locally, I am always saddened by the sameness.
It is especially distressing as I watch the kids playing in the school yards.
If affordable housing becomes more available, our community would no doubt benefit greatly by some diversity.
Please consider these benefits and others as you move forward toward your decision.
THX Linda Blum

Linda Blum
P: 415-383-9382 ~ C: 415-596-8909 ~ F: 415-383-3335
linda.blum@comcast.net
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I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down.
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