Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joan Geary <joan@joangeary.com>
Friday, May 21, 2021 5:14 PM
Danielle Staude
Re: Affordable Housing/Parking/And More - Hamilton Drive Mill Valley

CAUTION: External Sender

Thank you.
> On May 21, 2021, at 4:57 PM, Danielle Staude <dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org> wrote:
>
> Hi Joan,
>
> Thank you for your comments and e-mail. I will forward it to the Committee.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Danielle L. Staude
> Senior Planner
> City of Mill Valley
> 26 Corte Madera Avenue
> Mill Valley, CA 94941
> (415) 388-4033
>
> www.cityofmillvalley.org
>
> -----Original Message----> From: Joan Geary <joan@joangeary.com>
> Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:01 PM
> To: Planning <planning@cityofmillvalley.org>
> Subject: Affordable Housing/Parking/And More - Hamilton Drive Mill Valley
>
> CAUTION: External Sender
>
>
> I am writing in regard to the proposal to build affordable housing/parking/and more on Hamilton Drive in Mill Valley.
>
> Over thirty years ago my family purchased a unit at the Eucalyptus Knoll condominium complex. Since that time we
have enjoyed a quiet existence while slowly certain desirable attributes have been eroded.
> This latest proposal, while with good intention on the part of the planners, has the potential to cause major
disruptions to the residential life that has existed for decades in the area.
>
> They are as follows:
>
> -Significant traffic increases from both activities at the playing fields, visitors to a 50 space parking lot and traffic using
Hamilton as a diversion from 101and to avoid other heavy traffic areas. If Hamilton is turned into a two-way road this
will result in heavy traffic from both directions resulting in a major increase in noise, danger for residents and
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pedestrians (including children) using the area by rushed commuters and anxious sports participants navigating the
road. Noise level increases from the traffic, pollution exposure, etc. will be significant to those units that have
windows/deck (including bedrooms) on Hamilton Drive.
>
> -Over the years, the amount of precious open space in the area has been eroded
> and this would contribute significantly to that trend. We should be
> protecting our wetlands and open space for future generations.
> This is literally “Pave paradise and put up a parking lot”.
> What would an EIR show about this idea? Existing parking is in place. How can another lot be justified to destroy more
open space?
>
> -California is experiencing one of the worst droughts in its history. Where is the water to come from to support this
housing project?
>
> -And, yes, this can reduce the value of the existing housing in the area.
> Which, will in turn, reduce the property taxes that can be collected by the city and county.
>
> Most importantly, a project such as this can negatively impact the over all quiet environment of the housing that
currently surrounds this area. People have resided in and maintained the area with pride for decades. This project has
the potential to destroy the existence they have worked so hard to create.
>
> Please stop this project now.
>
> Sincerely,
> Joan Geary
>
>
>
>
>
>
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John Palmer <jp@montgomerypartners.net>
Friday, May 21, 2021 10:50 PM
Danielle Staude
Patrick Kelly
Re: Housing Advisory Committee Meeting #9 (May 25th)

CAUTION: External Sender

Members of the Mill Valley Housing Committee
City Of Mill Valley
Via email
Dear Members:
Thank you for your work and your report. I am in agreement all but two of your major points:
1. The proposed density for the property adjacent to the Public Safety Building is far too intense, and should be
reduced from the proposed amount. I’m sure that most of neighbors there would agree, but the proposed
density, plus attendant parking and traffic issues, is just too much for the site.
2. The proposal does not mention the extensive environments work that would be required, nor does it note that
these days, the fairgrounds is not permitting tent camping it out stir. do not a permit tents, and camping.

John Palmer
Montgomery Partners
100 Shoreline Highway Suite 160B
Mill Valley, CA 94941
(415) 332 4440 (office)
(415) 272 1728 (cell)

From: Danielle Staude <dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org>
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 3:13 PM
To: Danielle Staude <dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org>
Cc: Patrick Kelly <pkelly@cityofmillvalley.org>
Subject: Housing Advisory Committee Meeting #9 (May 25th)
Dear Homeowners Association Representative,
The Housing Advisory Committee has been working on several Housing Element programs to help foster affordable
housing opportunities within the City to help our local seniors, students and workforce. On May 25, 2021 (5:00-6:30pm)
the Committee will discuss the Home Match program (connecting home owners looking to share space in their home
with those looking for housing) and will review a sites and financial feasibility analysis as part of identifying a City-owned
parcel to build permanent affordable housing for the community.
The agenda and meeting materials are attached.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Christopher L. Lebsock <clebsock@hausfeld.com>
Friday, May 21, 2021 6:39 PM
Jeralyn Seiling; Danielle Staude
Suzanne Bohan; Paul Sidorenko; Kelly Jane Rosenblatt; A. Rosenblatt; Andreas Nicholas; Beth
Newman; Glenn Thompson; Kathy Bakhshandeh; Staci Nicholas; Alan Chui; Wei Wei Chui; Doug
Newman; Gabrielle Tierney; Gary Batroff; Tom & Toni Benoit; Jim Devitt; Rodi; Steve Jaber; Joy and
David Wygant; Penny White; Mill Valley Beautiful; Gail Katz; Cheryl Reiss; gbatroff@hotmail.com;
Kelly Drury; Sashi McEntee; max@maxperrey.com; kirkjknauer@gmail.com; gigi_eric@hotmail.com;
jhds@sbcglobal.net; christine@christinedonohue.com; anita.scott@gmail.com;
gunnel.strom@comcast.net; rodib@yahoo.com; craigviolin@sbcglobal.net; judith@p-r-g.com;
kthulquist@gmail.com; sbatroff@hotmail.com; riaboff@comcast.net; david@techcontracts.com;
joanprigian@hotmail.com; jgassman@gmail.com; kspencxr@gmail.com; jhdevitt@yahoo.com;
samanthac.monge@gmail.com; davidmlevin@yahoo.com; Ingrid Woods; staci_nicholas@yahoo.com;
tom.benoit@comcast.net; csheyder@gmail.com; autria.christensen@gmail.com;
ahmad@nanawall.com; jill_lebsock@gap.com; Sandra Mardigian; gillianemblad@gmail.com; Daniel
Karner; hans_fallant@comcast.net; kjrosenblatt@gmail.com; carriesher@yahoo.com; Nana Meyer;
anicholas@yahoo.com
RE: Affordable Housing at Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude,
The obvious place for dense housing of the sort proposed is along Miller, where there is public transportation and a
retail district that can be accessed by bicycle and foot. I would suggest that the City look at rezoning that area to allow
landlords to develop their properties into a vibrant commercial/residential district like many other cities have done.
The Hauke park location is not a proper place for a dense housing development. Anyone who attempts to exit
Enchanted Knolls at high commute times and when athletic activities are in process knows about the back up of cars on
Roque Moraes at E. Blithedale.
And I frankly don’t understand why it is a good use of the City’s tax dollars and/or the City’s property to build housing
when the private sector will do it if the City would simply send the signal to landlords that their enterprising efforts are
welcomed, and not hindered. In that regard, I suggest that the planning department consider its role in disincentivizing
redevelopment of existing properties, before it further considers committing this community to long‐term subsidized
housing projects.
Best Regards,
Chris

CHRISTOPHER L. LEBSOCK
Partner
clebsock@hausfeld.com
+1 415 633 1949 direct
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rod Eshelman <rod45@comcast.net>
Friday, May 21, 2021 7:08 PM
Danielle Staude
Questions about the Hamilton housing proposal for the Planning Meeting on 5/25/21

CAUTION: External Sender

1-

Apparently the parking lot will be increased from 38 to 50 spots – where will the increased spots be located?

2-

Where will the cars for the project be parked?

3- What is the impact of the development on access by the fire department to quickly exit on a road that is already
clogged with traffic on weekends and during team play at the park?
4- The new residents will certainly use Kipling for access to the freeway, have the residents there been advised of this
development?
5- The City promised the Enchanted Knolls residents that Hamilton would never be a two way street. Doesn’t this
project put pressure on the city to make Hamilton two way?
6-

Aren’t there other sites with less traffic and parking problems for this project?

7-

Is it safe to build a project right where children are constantly crossing the street to use the park?

8-

Is there sufficient sewer and water capacity for this project? Will new lines need to be laid through the park?

Rodney Eshelman
80 Millay Place
Mill Valley, Ca., 94941
415-867-5502
Rod45@comcast.net
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Paula Weaver <paula@weavermcgrath.com>
Friday, May 21, 2021 9:07 PM
Danielle Staude
Paula Weaver
Affordable Housing Proposal Across from Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude:
My husband and I live on Kipling Drive, five houses up from the proposed site for affordable housing across from Hauke
Park at 1 Hamilton Drive.
Over the past 34 years of living on Kipling Drive, I have witnessed increased traffic to our neighborhood and have real
concern about the impact the proposed project at 1 Hamilton will have on traffic and parking in the neighborhood.
The proposed project would have 40 units with limited parking provided onsite for the residents while removing the
existing parking lot and restrooms used by members of the public who visit Hauke Park and the soccer fields on a daily
basis. Nothing in the consultant’s report addresses where the visitors to Hauke Park will park their cars. Currently, on
Saturdays, there are numerous cars parked on Kipling Drive, Roque Moraes, Millay and other streets in the
neighborhood, the cars of visitors who use Hauke Park and the adjacent fields for organized sports. With the removal of
the parking lot across from Hauke Park for the proposed housing, this situation will only be exacerbated.
Today I walked down to Hauke Park and the soccer fields which were crowded with children playing in the park and
engaged in various sports. The park and soccer fields are directly across from the parking lot at 1 Hamilton where I
witnessed several children crossing the street to meet their parents who were standing by their cars. With increased
traffic and cars from 40 units, there will be greater risk of an accident involving a child or parent using the park. Safety
to pedestrians is not addressed in the consultant’s report.
In addition, the four story building proposed is completely out of character with the rest of the neighborhood and is far
too large for the site.
In addition, I join in the comments raised by Jeralyn Seiling’s email to you previously submitted on May 21, 2021.
Respectfully submitted,
Paula Weaver McGrath, J.D.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Gabrielle Tierney <gigi_eric@hotmail.com>
Friday, May 21, 2021 9:24 PM
Danielle Staude
Jeralyn Seiling; Christopher L. Lebsock; Suzanne Bohan; Paul Sidorenko; Kelly Jane
Rosenblatt; A. Rosenblatt; Andreas Nicholas; Beth Newman; Glenn Thompson; Kathy
Bakhshandeh; Staci Nicholas; Alan Chui; Wei Wei Chui; Doug Newman; Gary Batroff;
Tom & Toni Benoit; Jim Devitt; Rodi; Steve Jaber; Joy and David Wygant; Penny White;
Mill Valley Beautiful; Gail Katz; Cheryl Reiss; Kelly Drury; Sashi McEntee;
max@maxperrey.com; kirkjknauer@gmail.com; jhds@sbcglobal.net;
christine@christinedonohue.com; anita.scott@gmail.com; gunnel.strom@comcast.net;
craigviolin@sbcglobal.net; judith@p-r-g.com; Kristin Hulquist; sbatroff@hotmail.com;
riaboff@comcast.net; david@techcontracts.com; joanprigian@hotmail.com; Julianna &
Mark Hayes; kspencxr@gmail.com; samanthac.monge@gmail.com;
davidmlevin@yahoo.com; Ingrid Woods; csheyder@gmail.com;
autria.christensen@gmail.com; ahmad@nanawall.com; Jill & Chris Lebsock; Sandra
Mardigian; gillianemblad@gmail.com; Daniel Karner; hans_fallant@comcast.net;
carriesher@yahoo.com; Nana Meyer; Eric S. Bindelglass
Re: Affordable Housing at Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude,
This affordable housing project at 1 Hamilton seems like it has accelerated quite quickly during a pandemic and without
public input, especially from Enchanted Knolls residents. Has this project gone through the proper notifications, traffic
and environmental impact reports? Why would the City intensify the traffic near where children play and where parking
is already inadequate for existing uses? Commute traffic via Roque Moraes and Kipling Drive already exceeds what the
roads were intended to carry with excess traffic, speeding and parked cars being hit. Hauke Park is a jewel and has been
a life saver especially during this past year and a half. Choosing this location for development will no doubt negatively
impact the park.
I realize that affordable housing is needed but this is not the right location or solution. Intense unit development should
be created near public transportation, on roads built to accommodate increased traffic - Miller Avenue for example. The
City should maintain our city’s character and honor our creative roots. What about breaking this project into smaller
developments and spread them around especially on flatter lots and in areas that are more appropriate for dense
housing?
Don’t rush this through under the cloak of the pandemic. There are much more appropriate sized developments and
locations than this one that don’t put children, habitat and Hauke Park at risk.
Regards,
Gabrielle Tierney
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Diane Goldman <dgold94941@aol.com>
Friday, May 21, 2021 10:26 PM
Danielle Staude
In Support of Affordable Housing in Mill V alley

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude:
I have been a resident in Mill Valley since 1994. I have watched housing prices skyrocket in that time. I feel fortunate
that we purchased our home over 30 years ago as we would never be able to currently afford a home in Mill Valley.
There continues to be a dearth of affordable housing in Mill Valley. The teachers who teach our children, the police and
firefighters who protect us, and other other local workers must commute long distances to serve our community. The
lack of housing diversity continues to cause segregation and inequality and harms and excludes low and middle income
people from renting in Marin and Mill Valley.
The city owned property on Hamilton Drive represents the best current opportunity to build affordable housing for local
workers. It is my understanding that the consultant on the project determined that the site is a financially feasible,
attractive site which should enable the City to attract sufficient county, state and federal funds to finance the entire
development with just providing the land in for free. Furthermore, the site is a great location for affordable family
housing with close proximity to local amenities and public transportation.
I urge the Mill Valley City Council to immediately move to select a nonprofit affordable housing development partner to
start working on community outreach, project design and detail so that more people have the opportunity to live in our
beautiful city.
Sincerely,
Diane Goldman
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anne Graham <anneg7943@gmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 8:40 AM
Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Committee Meeting #9

CAUTION: External Sender

Greetings Members of the Committee,
I strongly urge you to support the two proposals for affordable housing to be discussed at the May 25th meeting. It is a
matter of urgency that we support efforts to give the dedicated people who want to contribute to our community the
opportunity for affordable housing.
Supporting these proposals will also encourage the diversification of our city. We have become an area where only the
elite can reside and it is of utmost importance that we welcome people of all stratas of socioeconomic diversity into our
midst. In the big picture, this support of diversification can only benefit all of our community in a myriad of ways.
Thank you for your time and efforts as committee members and as dedicated servants to our city.
Best regards,
Anne Graham Fretes
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth O <elizabethodonnelllong@gmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 9:15 AM
Danielle Staude
Housing Development near Hawke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

I am writing to make a public comment about the proposal to build a housing development near the Public Safety
building on Hamilton and expanding and relocating the present parking lot to across the street in Hawke Park/Bayfront
Meadow.
I am opposed to this project for a number of reasons, not the least of which is that I do not want the city to use open
space and recreational park land for a parking lot. This site is on my street (I live at Eucalyptus Knoll condo complex).
Children and adults use Hawke park for organized games every week in the seasonable months. On the weekends, all
the fields are in use simultaneously - including the two across Pickleweed Inlet. These fields host organized and ongoing
games of lacrosse, soccer, volleyball, baseball, you name it. Hundreds of people are using this specific space you have
slated for the parking lot every weekend. A group of men from the housing development across from us have a weekly
evening game of sport (usually volleyball or soccer) in this field. Then there are the people who use the space to run and
jump and just play around. Whenever I walk by (except during the dark days of the pandemic), people are using this
field. I can't believe all of these MV residents and neighbors who engage in sport in these fields will be happy with a
parking lot usurping their field. I know I am not happy.
Neighborhood families also make good use of the playground on the corner for smaller children. I believe it is the only
playground within walking distance of our condo. I took my son there many, many times. During the daytime, there is
usually a constant presence of children and caregivers there.
PG&E recently denuded the area around their transformer substation on Hamilton. The area now looks gruesome! I get
depressed every time I drive by on my way to the market. Seriously. There used to be beautiful trees - but I understand
the necessity of preventing a fire. What I don't understand is the necessity of putting a parking lot on the open
space/recreational land! You need to investigate another location for the development.
Elizabeth O'Donnell
Homeowner
95 Eucalyptus Knoll Street
Mill Valley
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debra <debra.taube14@gmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 10:51 AM
Danielle Staude
Affordable housing

CAUTION: External Sender

To whom it may concern:

The city owned property on Hamilton Drive represents our best current opportunity to build
affordable housing for local workers. The bay area housing crisis harms and excludes low and
middle income renters in Marin and Mill Valley. Finally, the lack of housing diversity in Mill
Valley causes segregation and inequity.

Thanks for your consideration,
Debra Taube, county resident
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Anita Scott
149 Roque Mores Drive
Mill Valley, CA 94941
415-497-6750
anita.scott@gmail.com
May 19, 2021
Danielle Staude
City Hall
26 Corte Madera Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Dear Ms. Sraude,
While I believe more affordable housing is a need in Mill Valley, I strongly disagree with
the selection of the Public Safety Building (PSB) site.
I have lived at 149 Roque Moraes Drive for 36 years. I have a bird’s eye view of the
proposed site as my home sits in-between the cross streets of Kipling/Hamilton and
Keats Drive. The selection of the PSB site cannot be more ill advised. As my grown son
stated, “It’s like trying to fit a square peg in a round hole”.
I strongly believe the selection of the PSB site is because it is the cheapest way to build
the housing, not because it makes the most sense. This site is right across the street
from the busiest, most used park in all of Mill Valley - Hauke/Bayfront Park. The Bayfront
Park Master Plan achieved its goal, every inch of parkland is used 7 days a week all day
long. It is used by every age group for a myriad of organized and non-organized sports
programs, walking, biking, exercise programs, bird watching just to name a few. Come
by to visit on a Saturday and you will see what I mean. There are children running in all
directions as well as balls flying everywhere. It is not the space to squeeze in a 4 story
building with 40 proposed units on a .75 acre site. Not when the Edgewood site is 4+
acres.
The bathrooms which you propose to move are situated where they should be - right
across the street from the playing field and girls’ softball field, also a short walking
distance from the children’s playground to be conveniently used when needed by the
people who use the park the most. You would be using what is currently open space
enjoyed by everyone to move the bathrooms and parking across the street.

Let’s talk traffic. It is crazy on weekends and when games are played during the week.
Also, anytime there is a problem on 101, Hamilton is used as a cut-over roadway to
access E. Blithedale resulting in bumper to bumper traffic on Hamilton and Roque
Moraes. It is not smart to add high density living in a small space contributing to already
existing traffic issues. Looks like the current 2 space per unit parking required by the city
would be waived only requiring 1.5 spaces per unit. So where is the second family car
going to park? Or visitors to these units?
I am respectfully asking you to find another site for this project, one that would not
destroy the tranquility and beauty of the natural open space of a park the city worked so
hard to build and protect...and that is beloved and used by so many residents. Also to
take into consideration the residents of Enchanted Knolls that would be adversely
affected by this development.
Sincerely,
Anita Scott

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrea Windom <andreawindom@gmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 12:23 PM
Danielle Staude
affordable housing: comments for May 25 meeting

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Housing Advisory Committee Members,
I'd like to register my support of the idea to build 40 affordable housing units on Hamilton Drive near
Hauke Park. More affordable housing in Mill Valley will increase diversity, minimize traffic, and be align
with density goals that are earth-friendly.
Thank you for your consideration Andrea Windom
117 Locust Avene
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Gabrielle Tierney <gigi_eric@hotmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 3:13 PM
Danielle Staude
Jeralyn Seiling; Christopher L. Lebsock; Suzanne Bohan; Paul Sidorenko; Kelly Jane
Rosenblatt; A. Rosenblatt; Andreas Nicholas; Beth Newman; Glenn Thompson; Kathy
Bakhshandeh; Staci Nicholas; Alan Chui; Wei Wei Chui; Doug Newman; Gary Batroff;
Tom & Toni Benoit; Jim Devitt; Rodi; Steve Jaber; Joy and David Wygant; Penny White;
Mill Valley Beautiful; Gail Katz; Cheryl Reiss; Kelly Drury; Sashi McEntee;
max@maxperrey.com; kirkjknauer@gmail.com; jhds@sbcglobal.net;
christine@christinedonohue.com; anita.scott@gmail.com; gunnel.strom@comcast.net;
craigviolin@sbcglobal.net; judith@p-r-g.com; Kristin Hulquist; sbatroff@hotmail.com;
riaboff@comcast.net; david@techcontracts.com; joanprigian@hotmail.com; Julianna &
Mark Hayes; kspencxr@gmail.com; samanthac.monge@gmail.com;
davidmlevin@yahoo.com; Ingrid Woods; csheyder@gmail.com;
autria.christensen@gmail.com; ahmad@nanawall.com; Jill & Chris Lebsock; Sandra
Mardigian; gillianemblad@gmail.com; Daniel Karner; hans_fallant@comcast.net;
carriesher@yahoo.com; Nana Meyer; Eric S. Bindelglass; Justine Whitehead; Ken &
Suzanne Swanson Preston; Muffie fendler
Re: Affordable Housing at Hauke Park - parking issue

CAUTION: External Sender

Ms Staude,
I wanted to send you photos from today to show how many cars were parked up all 4 roads at the intersection of Kipling
Drive and Roque Moraes as well as down on the dirt at Hauke Park and in every parking spot by the restrooms. These
were taken at around 2:30 well after a game let out. At 1:30 it was even more crowded and probably peaked from 1012:30.
Please reconsider your recommendation to relocate the parking spots by the restrooms and to reduce the unit’s
parking requirement for this proposed 40 unit development. Parking is already a problem.
Thank you.
Gabrielle Tierney
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On May 21, 2021, at 9:23 PM, Gabrielle Tierney <gigi_eric@hotmail.com> wrote:
Dear Ms. Staude,
This affordable housing project at 1 Hamilton seems like it has accelerated quite quickly during a
pandemic and without public input, especially from Enchanted Knolls residents. Has this project gone
through the proper notifications, traffic and environmental impact reports? Why would the City
intensify the traffic near where children play and where parking is already inadequate for existing uses?
Commute traffic via Roque Moraes and Kipling Drive already exceeds what the roads were intended to
carry with excess traffic, speeding and parked cars being hit. Hauke Park is a jewel and has been a life
saver especially during this past year and a half. Choosing this location for development will no doubt
negatively impact the park.
I realize that affordable housing is needed but this is not the right location or solution. Intense unit
development should be created near public transportation, on roads built to accommodate increased
traffic - Miller Avenue for example. The City should maintain our city’s character and honor our creative
roots. What about breaking this project into smaller developments and spread them around especially
on flatter lots and in areas that are more appropriate for dense housing?
Don’t rush this through under the cloak of the pandemic. There are much more appropriate sized
developments and locations than this one that don’t put children, habitat and Hauke Park at risk.
Regards,
4

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wanda Headrick <marinbuff@hotmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 5:23 PM
Planning
Proposed Affordable Housing at Hauke Park Lot

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Housing Commission,
As a resident of Eucalyptus Knoll and Executive Director of Friends of the Bayfront Meadow, I have the following
concerns:
1. Where would the replacement parking and rest rooms at the current Hauke Park lot be located? Every weekend we
see far more vehicles descend upon our neighborhood than there are available parking spaces. Are you looking to pave
over the Bayfront Meadow to appease the Gods of Parking? Several drivers already opt for parking on the grassy areas
because it is too much effort to walk from available Street parking. ANY shift to areas across Hamilton would require
substantial barriers to keep scofflaws from parking in non-designated areas. This may be acceptable at professional
football games but parking a mega SUV on the grass packs down the soil and eventually kills the grass.
2. What, if any, impact would this housing have on the current traffic pattern on Hamilton Drive? If Hamilton Drive
were converted to two way traffic, our neighborhood would become a freeway for commute traffic and residents of
Eucalyptus Knoll would need traffic controls to be able to access Hamilton.
3. If we are conserving water due to the drought, how does the City justify the addition of 39 water meters at this time?
We look forward to hearing more about this proposed housing.
Thank you,
Wanda Headrick
Sent from my iPhone
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Eric Bindelglass <ebindelglass@hotmail.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 5:49 PM
Danielle Staude
Jeralyn Seiling; Christopher L. Lebsock; Suzanne Bohan; Paul Sidorenko; Kelly Jane
Rosenblatt; A. Rosenblatt; Andreas Nicholas; Beth Newman; Glenn Thompson; Kathy
Bakhshandeh; Staci Nicholas; Alan Chui; Wei Wei Chui; Doug Newman; Gary Batroff;
Tom & Toni Benoit; Jim Devitt; Rodi; Steve Jaber; Joy and David Wygant; Penny White;
Mill Valley Beautiful; Gail Katz; Cheryl Reiss; Kelly Drury; Sashi McEntee;
max@maxperrey.com; kirkjknauer@gmail.com; jhds@sbcglobal.net;
christine@christinedonohue.com; anita.scott@gmail.com; gunnel.strom@comcast.net;
craigviolin@sbcglobal.net; judith@p-r-g.com; Kristin Hulquist; sbatroff@hotmail.com;
riaboff@comcast.net; david@techcontracts.com; joanprigian@hotmail.com; Julianna &
Mark Hayes; kspencxr@gmail.com; samanthac.monge@gmail.com;
davidmlevin@yahoo.com; Ingrid Woods; csheyder@gmail.com;
autria.christensen@gmail.com; ahmad@nanawall.com; Jill & Chris Lebsock; Sandra
Mardigian; gillianemblad@gmail.com; Daniel Karner; hans_fallant@comcast.net;
carriesher@yahoo.com; Nana Meyer; Gabrielle Tierney
Affordable Housing at Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude,
I strongly oppose a 40-unit housing development at the Hauke Park site for the following reasons:
--The parking and traffic in and around Hauke park is already horrendous--adding 80 more cars to the mix will
make it a nightmare. I have lived on Kipling Drive in Enchanted Knolls for over 20 years, and the traffic and
parking is much worse than ever. Assuming fewer cars/unit in a residential area is unrealistic and will further
exacerbate the problem.
--Increasing the traffic and parking problems could negatively impact Fire and Police response.
--Increasing the traffic and parking problems in close proximity to sports fields and a playground could create
safety issues.
--Using an increased height allowance to enable the building of 40 units will result in a multi-story building(s)
not in keeping with the scale and character of the Enchanted Knolls neighborhood.
I support affordable housing in Mill Valley. But, for the reasons outlined above, I believe this project has
been too quick to latch on this option of building a 40-unit development in a congested residential area with
existing traffic/parking problems . And during a global pandemic my fellow Enchanted Knolls residents have
not been able to focus and weigh in on this project.
I urge the Committee to take the time to better understand the issues outlined in this note and raised by my
fellow residents. And to identify and explore other affordable housing approaches that would have fewer
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issues associated with them. Including a much smaller development (half this size or less) in this
location. Thank you.
Regards,
Eric Bindelglass

From: Gabrielle Tierney <gigi_eric@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 9:23 PM
To: dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org <dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org>
Cc: Jeralyn Seiling <seilingj@comcast.net>; Christopher L. Lebsock <clebsock@hausfeld.com>; Suzanne Bohan
<sbohan@stanfordalumni.org>; Paul Sidorenko <psidorenko@gmail.com>; Kelly Jane Rosenblatt
<kjrosenblatt@gmail.com>; A. Rosenblatt <alexrosenblatt1@gmail.com>; Andreas Nicholas <anicholas@yahoo.com>;
Beth Newman <munnbeth@gmail.com>; Glenn Thompson <glenn94941@yahoo.com>; Kathy Bakhshandeh
<ksbakh@gmail.com>; Staci Nicholas <staci_nicholas@yahoo.com>; Alan Chui <awchui@hotmail.com>; Wei Wei Chui
<eastwell99@hotmail.com>; Doug Newman <velodoug@gmail.com>; Gary Batroff <gbatroff@hotmail.com>; Tom &
Toni Benoit <tom.benoit@comcast.net>; Jim Devitt <jhdevitt@yahoo.com>; Rodi <rodib@yahoo.com>; Steve Jaber
<sjaber@pacbell.net>; Joy and David Wygant <joy_guidi@yahoo.com>; Penny White <mill31@comcast.net>; Mill Valley
Beautiful <millvalleybeautiful@gmail.com>; Gail Katz <gkatz00@yahoo.com>; Cheryl Reiss <cherylbreiss@gmail.com>;
Kelly Drury <braddrury@me.com>; smcentee@cityofmillvalley.org <smcentee@cityofmillvalley.org>;
max@maxperrey.com <max@maxperrey.com>; kirkjknauer@gmail.com <kirkjknauer@gmail.com>; jhds@sbcglobal.net
<jhds@sbcglobal.net>; christine@christinedonohue.com <christine@christinedonohue.com>; anita.scott@gmail.com
<anita.scott@gmail.com>; gunnel.strom@comcast.net <gunnel.strom@comcast.net>; craigviolin@sbcglobal.net
<craigviolin@sbcglobal.net>; judith@p-r-g.com <judith@p-r-g.com>; Kristin Hulquist <kthulquist@gmail.com>;
sbatroff@hotmail.com <sbatroff@hotmail.com>; riaboff@comcast.net <riaboff@comcast.net>;
david@techcontracts.com <david@techcontracts.com>; joanprigian@hotmail.com <joanprigian@hotmail.com>;
Julianna & Mark Hayes <jgassman@gmail.com>; kspencxr@gmail.com <kspencxr@gmail.com>;
samanthac.monge@gmail.com <samanthac.monge@gmail.com>; davidmlevin@yahoo.com
<davidmlevin@yahoo.com>; Ingrid Woods <ingridw@pacbell.net>; csheyder@gmail.com <csheyder@gmail.com>;
autria.christensen@gmail.com <autria.christensen@gmail.com>; ahmad@nanawall.com <ahmad@nanawall.com>; Jill &
Chris Lebsock <jill_lebsock@gap.com>; Sandra Mardigian <smardigian.kilili.self.help@gmail.com>;
gillianemblad@gmail.com <gillianemblad@gmail.com>; Daniel Karner <dbkarner@att.net>; hans_fallant@comcast.net
<hans_fallant@comcast.net>; carriesher@yahoo.com <carriesher@yahoo.com>; Nana Meyer <nana@nanameyer.com>;
Eric S. Bindelglass <ebindelglass@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: Affordable Housing at Hauke Park
Dear Ms. Staude,
This affordable housing project at 1 Hamilton seems like it has accelerated quite quickly during a pandemic and without
public input, especially from Enchanted Knolls residents. Has this project gone through the proper notifications, traffic
and environmental impact reports? Why would the City intensify the traffic near where children play and where parking
is already inadequate for existing uses? Commute traffic via Roque Moraes and Kipling Drive already exceeds what the
roads were intended to carry with excess traffic, speeding and parked cars being hit. Hauke Park is a jewel and has been
a life saver especially during this past year and a half. Choosing this location for development will no doubt negatively
impact the park.
I realize that affordable housing is needed but this is not the right location or solution. Intense unit development should
be created near public transportation, on roads built to accommodate increased traffic - Miller Avenue for example. The
City should maintain our city’s character and honor our creative roots. What about breaking this project into smaller
developments and spread them around especially on flatter lots and in areas that are more appropriate for dense
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kristi Duchon <kduchon@mac.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 7:25 PM
Danielle Staude
Scott Duchon
Enchanted Knolls Resident - NO to additional housing at 1 Hamilton

CAUTION: External Sender

Danielle,
We are writing to you in regards to the parcel under consideration for additional housing at 1 Hamilton Drive.
While we are in full support of affordable housing in Mill Valley, we strongly oppose construction of this size at this
particular location for a number of reasons.
We purchased our home at 151 Kipling Drive in August of 2004. We were drawn to this location due to the proximity to
the freeway as well as the open space and schools. These benefits have proven to be both a blessing and a curse over
the last 17 years.
It wasn’t long before we recognized that the traffic on Kipling, primarily headed uphill and towards the highway, was
incredibly fast and reckless. In the Spring of 2005 our dog was killed in front of our home while we were outside on one
side of the street and our neighbor was outside on the other. The driver was going well above the speed limit, ran over
the dog, paused just briefly, and resumed speeding up the hill. We are only thankful that a child has never been struck
in the same manner as we’ve raised two now teens in this home.
The neighborhood is used as a thoroughfare by the entire city for morning school drop offs, afternoon school pickups,
avoidance of increasing traffic jams on 101 Northbound as well as East Blithedale, and a multitude of sports practice and
game carpools. Everyone is in a hurry to get to school, work or practice. There has never been enough parking or
adherence to speed limits to support the existing traffic and it is getting exceedingly worse every year. On practice
afternoons and game days we often don’t have a place to park our second car if we have to leave the house. There are
cars carelessly side swiped on our street and Roque Moreas on a very regular basis.
The streets in our neighborhood are overcrowded and dangerous already. I strongly suspect that Hauke and Bayfront
Parks are already the most populated open-space areas in Mill Valley and the surrounding communities that come to
enjoy them as well. The fact that the city would even consider adding a 40+ unit structure to the mix is mind-boggling at
best. We implore you to not only leave the beautiful open space in tact but to address the issues that we have already
with increased safety and traffic management. The neighborhood simply can’t support such obscene growth in the
number of residents and their vehicles without doing great damage to the community.
Thanks for your time and consideration,
Kristi & Scott Duchon
151 Kipling Drive

1

Planning Department
Danielle Staude
Senior Planner, Advanced Planning
dstaude@cityofmillvalley.org
from: Eva Libien, 2 Eucalyptus Knoll Mill Valley 94941 415-383-5184
I am writing this letter because I would like to voice my concerns regarding
the proposed plan of building a 30 unit apartment complex to be located in
the present parking lot adjacent to the Mill Valley Public Safety building.
The parking lot and the public toilets are in heavy usage both day and
evening since the playing fields in Bayfront Park are in constant use.
Where would the players and the spectators be able to park? The children and
the residents of our community need sports facilities and need parking
facilities. In addition, many people visit the park to walk, run, bike.
Also, the traffic on Hamilton along the east side of the park will be much
worse and will present a danger to the children and other players using the
fields in the park. The street is one-way because the police cars and fire
trucks need clear passage. Would the street need to be changed with traffic
going both ways? Not a safe idea.
I realize that the population in Mill Valley is constantly growing and more
housing is needed, however, this is not the area to have more traffic and it
will change the lovely open space we all enjoy.
Please reconsider.

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MADELINE P. FENDLER <muffief@aol.com>
Saturday, May 22, 2021 8:09 PM
Danielle Staude
Affordable Housing at Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

‘Ms Staude
I have been an original owner on Kipling Dr since 1959 when it was a dirt road and the park was for neighborhood
children to play softball on a dirt surface. How did approval for such an eye sore and inappropriate housing ever pass the
City Council or Architectural Design committee of Mill Valley and the HOA of Enchanted Knolls?
Clearly someone must have accepted a bribe to allow this plan to even be considered!
We neighbors are insulted that this project got this far when we are already plagued with speeders on Kipling who
jeopardize the lives of the young athletes who visit our quiet neighborhood. We do not need any more traffic on an
already busy speedway on Kipling Dr. just to qualify for a few designated affordable housing units; such an eyesore and
increase of traffic should never have been considered.
As a homeowner why wasnt I informed of this proposal along with my neighbors who already fear the loss of an
innocent child due to the increase of speeders on Kipling?
When will it end?
I submit the letter below from Mr Bindelglass as well as my own in full objection to this stealthy plan to overbuild in our
lovely Enchanted Knolls. We are all DISENCHANTED that you would allow such a project to advance!
Madeline Pennisi
Kipling owner since 1959

Subject: Affordable Housing at Hauke Park

Dear Ms. Staude,
I strongly oppose a 40-unit housing development at the Hauke Park site for the following
reasons:
--The parking and traffic in and around Hauke park is already horrendous--adding 80 more cars
to the mix will make it a nightmare. I have lived on Kipling Drive in Enchanted Knolls for over 20
years, and the traffic and parking is much worse than ever. Assuming fewer cars/unit in a
residential area is unrealistic and will further exacerbate the problem.
--Increasing the traffic and parking problems could negatively impact Fire and Police response.
--Increasing the traffic and parking problems in close proximity to sports fields and a playground
could create safety issues.
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--Using an increased height allowance to enable the building of 40 units will result in a multistory building(s) not in keeping with the scale and character of the Enchanted Knolls
neighborhood.
I support affordable housing in Mill Valley. But, for the reasons outlined above, I believe this
project has been too quick to latch on this option of building a 40-unit development in a
congested residential area with existing traffic/parking problems . And during a global
pandemic my fellow Enchanted Knolls residents have not been able to focus and weigh in on
this project.
I urge the Committee to take the time to better understand the issues outlined in this note
and raised by my fellow residents. And to identify and explore other affordable housing
approaches that would have fewer issues associated with them. Including a much smaller
development (half this size or less) in this location. Thank you.
Regards,
Eric Bindelglass
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Devitt <jhdevitt@yahoo.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 7:00 AM
John McCauley; Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Committee 5/25/21 Meeting Comments

CAUTION: External Sender
Mayor John McCauley, Chair, Housing Advisory Committee and City Council Liaison
Danielle Staud, City of Mill Valley Planning Department
The Public Safety Building/Hauke Field Parking lot is not a feasible housing site. I base this conclusion on the following
staff and consultant's reports and findings: Pg. 8 of the consultant's report clearly states that this site requires special
biological assessment studies to protect habitat for plants and animals. We should have these studies prior to proceeding.
The consultant further states, "Until further biological and survey studies can be conducted it is assumed the identified
housing site could provide...feasible project. It is dangerous to assume something before actual studies/facts. Pg. 8
states: "Current restrooms and parking area for Hauke Field may need to be relocated elsewhere on the PSB site". Just
where is "elsewhere"? The only "elsewhere" are bay lands that are clearly indicated on the site legend. Pg.4 indicates that
this location is feasible "in terms of location, size of parcel, topography/slope, ability to accommodate existing uses in the
area, allowable access". None of these "terms" are clarified. The location is out of character for the neighborhood and will
require increased building height; will require variances, zoning changes, an 80% increase in allowable density,
encroachment on bay lands, questionable/unknown parking redesign, impact the current uses of the fields, and will
increase traffic on a a road that is heavily used by children walking/biking to school and field activities. I urge committee
members to visit this site when field activities are taking place. All fields are fully used; parking is full and cars are parked
on neighboring streets. The issue of making Hamilton a two way street past the Public Safety Building will surely come up.
You will recall a past City Council member advocated for making Hamilton a two way street to appease drivers who
wanted a "short-cut" to the freeway via neighborhood streets that were never designed for traffic other than local
neighborhood traffic. I am alarmed with the staff report outlining the proposed process which doesn't consider community
input until after the project is approved. Clearly this is being forced upon the community with no input until after the project
is approved. This property belongs to the community; it doesn't belong to developers. Currently on Roque Moraes Drive
(the street leading into Hamilton Drive) there are ten apartment buildings with multiple rental units. Additionally, there are
another four apartment building in the Enchanted Knolls neighborhood. Within 440 yards of this proposed site there is
Shelter Hill (Miwok Village) with 76 affordable apartments. Within short walking distance there is Mercy Housing with 24
supportive housing units; The Redwoods provides a "affordable community..for diverse group of elders"; Mill Creek
Apartments provides Sec. 202 Supportive Housing. My point is that all of these developments have followed zoning,
parking, environmental requirements and have community support. Why are we waving these time tested requirements
for this new project? I urge you to adhere to your Committee's Goal 1.0: Maintain and enhance the quality and affordability
of existing housing and ensure new development is compatible with Mill Valley's small town character and many
environment, community neighborhood and scenic attributes. Listen to the community now and not designate the Public
Safety Building/Hauke Field Parking lot as a housing site.Thank you for your service to our community.
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May 23, 2021
TO: Mill Valley Housing Advisory Committee
RE: Affordable Housing at the Public Safety Building Site
Dear Mayor McCauley, Council Member Carmel, Mr. Hildebrand, Mr. Yolles, and Mr. Franklin,
I am writing in support of the Staff Report’s recommendation of the site near the Public Safety
Building and across from Hauke Park for an affordable housing development of about 40 units.
It is my understanding that these units will give folks who work in Mill Valley first priority so
that those who work here can also live here. According to Urban Land “One of the most
effective ways to get cars off the road would be to increase the supply of workforce housing
near employment centers . . . Building housing closer to jobs gets at the root of our nation’s
traffic woes.”
In Marin, occupations that cannot afford a typical one-bedroom apartment include EMTs and
paramedics, office and administrative support workers, preschool teachers, home health aides,
bank tellers, and retail salespersons. In fact, two thirds of all Marin employees earn less than
the $55,176 annual income needed to rent a one-bedroom apartment. By providing affordable
housing, people in these and other occupations will be able to live near where they work.
It will reduce traffic both locally and regionally. A 2018 Mill Valley report noted that 91% of the
4,600 people who have jobs in Mill Valley live outside the City. One third commute more than
25 miles each way.
This particular site will allow students to walk safely to both Mill Valley Middle School and Tam
High School. Residents also would be walking distance to the Community Center, and
commercial areas. According to the Marin County Affordable Housing Inventory, low-income
residents have far fewer cars and drive less than comparable Marin households. They also walk
or use public transit more often. Forty-two percent of these households are car-free, compared
to just 5% of Marin households overall. Only 7% own two or more cars, compared to 60% of
Marin households.
Traffic directly influences our daily quality of life in Mill Valley. This development has the
potential to have a positive impact on our community by providing housing for folks who work
here and thus decreasing traffic.
Sincerely,
Nancy Carlston
Sources include: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, Quarterly Census of
Employment and Wages, California Department of Housing and Community Development, and
National Low-Income Housing Coalition

Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Steve Jaber <outlook_0FD785720F652D81@outlook.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 8:55 AM
Danielle Staude
sjaber@pacbell.net
Housing project near Hauke Park

CAUTION: External Sender

Well, you certainly have our attention now.
Is the purpose is to make us see the potential impact of the State’s low-income housing mandate? Check
Is the purpose to make us aware that the future of housing in Mill Valley will be large, out-of-scale projects that don’t fit
the original design or character of the town? Check
Is the purpose to have us see a future where our City will look like all the others with row, upon row, of apartment
buildings shoehorned into places that were never designed to house them? Check
Is the purpose to show us how the codes and building restrictions that have served us for so many years can be tossed
aside when it is to the City’s advantage? Check
This project is ill-conceived and shows a dramatic lack of creativity on the part of the Committee. We have some of the
best, brightest minds in Mill Valley and the best we can do is roll over and accept a consultants recommendation to take
the path of least resistance? Why not ask the citizens for help in thinking this through as a first step?
I am sorry to say that it is going to take a much greater effort than that if we are to keep our City’s charm and smalltown feel. Sure it’s easy to say that this project will satisfy the State for a short time. But what is next? How will the City
continue to add housing after this project? There is no more low-hanging fruit. I suggest we look at the issue of housing
in the big picture and design the City and then work backwards.
The consultant described alternatives like selling single-family lots and even selling this parcel to someone who could
build high-value housing. With that money the City could follow the consultants recommendation to repurpose
underutilized site closer to the commercial hubs. What if you required all new remodels to add an ADU?
Besides, our teachers and public safety staff will not qualify to live in these units because they will make too much. The
only people who can qualify are not the people who will staff the stores. Why not do a survey of all residents of current
low-income housing near here and you might see they are older or disabled or retired.
All you are doing by approving this project as designed is kicking the can down the road and passing the long-term
problem on to future leaders. Why not be a future leader now?
Steve Jaber
169 Kipling Drive
Mill Valley, CA 94941
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brian Mcarthy <brianmcarthy1@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 9:03 AM
Danielle Staude
Affordable housing next to police station

CAUTION: External Sender

Totally opposed to affordable housing next to the police station. WHY IS PUBLIC LAND BEING USED OR PROPOSED FOR
THIS???.Rezoning and expanding parking for a unwanted project by many is overkill.Mill valley is full despite what the
activists and politicians say.The Boyle park proposal was absurd as is the Hamilton idea.Park and ballfields land provide a
quality of life radicals and developers don't care about.The more affordable housing built with no taxes is a lose/lose for
current residents.No matter how much affordable built there are always demands for more.STOP THIS WHOLE THING
NOW!!!!.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Zimmerman <susanrickz@sbcglobal.net>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 10:49 AM
Danielle Staude
Proposed Low Income Housing for 1 Hamilton Dr.

CAUTION: External Sender
We have lived for more than 33 years in the peace and quiet of Eucalyptus Knoll, with a view overlooking Bayfront
Meadow. During this time we have been consistent users of the open space in Bayfront Meadow, and other parts of
Bayfront Park. We also have observed, on a daily basis, regular and consistent use of Bayfront Meadow by our
neighbors, and many others who come to this neighborhood to use the Meadow.
THIS IS TO STATE OUR FIRM OPPOSITION TO BUILDING A 4 STORY LOW INCOME HOUSING PROJECT ON
HAMILTON DRIVE.
Our primary concern in the loss of open space in Bayfront Meadow. This is a quiet oasis in the midst of a densely
populated suburban area. Relocating 40-50 parking spaces to Bayfront Meadow will ruin this delightful space. Open
space in suburban Marin is precious and should NEVER be sacrificed for parking.
Putting a parking lot in Bayfront Meadow will likely result in the loss of the beautiful berms that have been planted and
maintained for the past twenty years. The lovely wildflower garden, maintained and nurtured primarily by Wanda Headrick
on a volunteer basis, is a community asset. It would be an insult to the efforts of many volunteers (the Friends of Bayfront
Meadow) if this garden was replaced by a parking lot.
Adding a four story building with 29+ units will no doubt result in measurably more traffic, and more traffic congestion on
weekends or when the playing fields are in full use. This project means more noise and pollution, and an increase in
traffic danger for walkers, bikers and athletes (many of them children of all ages) using this space.
More housing here will lead to demands for two-way traffic on this part of Hamilton Drive. That will further disrupt the
quiet enjoyment of those living along Hamilton. This neighborhood should not be turned into a morning commute shortcut
for drivers intending to travel south on 101.
The greater neighborhood has a massive low income housing project--the Shelter Hill Apartments. This neighborhood
(including Enchanted Knolls, Shelter Bay, Sunrise Pointe, Shelter Ridge and the complex at Seaver and Hamilton) has
already made its contribution to provide such housing.
Thank you for your consideration.

Susan and Rick Zimmerman, 102 Eucalyptus Knoll
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Joan Prigian <joanprigian@hotmail.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 12:12 PM
John McCauley; Danielle Staude
Joan Prigian
Comments for 5/25 Housing Advisory Committee Meeting

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms. Staude,
Below are my comments regarding the proposed housing project being discussed at the 5/25 meeting:
I have lived on Keats Drive in the Enchanted Knolls neighborhood for over 25 years. My children grew up
playing at Hauke Park and participating in sports on the adjacent fields. I am personally aware of the impact
that the increasing traffic and parking has had on our neighborhood over the years.
I have also spent a 45 year career working with under-represented populations and I am a strong proponent of
affordable housing. However, building a 40 unit, 4 story apartment building at the Hauke Park site is ill
conceived. I strongly oppose the selection of this location and the plan to put 40 units into a building in this
location for the following reasons:

1. The parking and traffic in and around Hauke park has become more congested every year. Cars park
on more and more of our neighborhood streets, leaving us with little residential parking and difficulty
maneuvering safely on our own narrow neighborhood streets. Adding 20 - 40 more cars to this
congestion makes absolutely no sense.
2. Increasing the traffic and parking problems on streets used by the many children walking or riding
bikes to school, attending sports-related activities and utilizing the playground will most definitely be a
safety issue. It already is an issue under the current circumstances!
3. Congested parking and driving will certainly impact Fire and Police response, impacting people
throughout the community and not just those living on the streets surrounding the proposed project.
4. In addition to traffic pollution, noise pollution will also be an issue. All of the noise from the park,
surrounding fields and outdoor Community Center events is easily heard in the neighborhoods
surrounding these areas. Adding 40 additional units with 40-160+ additional people talking outside on
cell phones, playing music with windows open, starting cars, etc. will negatively impact the lives of
families already coping with community noise.
5. Will this congestion lead to the necessity of making Hamilton a 2-way street? This will increase traffic
even more, as drivers try to find a short cut to the freeway on already over-crowded streets, will most
certainly increase the safety issues for our children and will certainly impact emergency response time
for our police and fire department since there will be no room for cars to pull over to let emergency
vehicles through.
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6. Building 40 units in a multi-story building is not in keeping with the character of the Enchanted Knolls
neighborhood. The suggestion of separating these units into smaller parcels, in areas easily accessible
to public transportation, and less impactful to an already over-congested neighborhood, makes much
more sense. Why is this not being considered?
I believe this project has not been well thought out, is being rushed through, has not taken in to account the
impact that it will have on a neighborhood already challenged with growing congestion, and has not offered
alternative solutions for the community to assess.
I find it impossible to believe that this is the best and only solution and hope that, as our representatives, you
will hear the valid concerns that we are voicing about the location of this project and the plan to erect a 40
unit building into an already over-congested area.
I urge the Committee to take the time to better understand the issues voiced by myself and by many of my
neighbors and to identify and explore other affordable housing approaches that would have fewer congestion
and safety issues associated with them and less of a negative impact on the residents already coping with
existing congestion and traffic problems.
Thank you,

Joan Prigian
Enchanted Knolls Resident
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cassie Anderson <cassandra.rose.anderson@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 12:12 PM
Danielle Staude
E-Comment for May 25 Housing Advisory Committee Meeting

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Housing Advisory Committee,
The 40-unit affordable housing proposal on Hamilton Drive is a wonderful idea! I'm pleased to see that the city already
owns the land, parking alternatives have been identified, and that the city should be able to attract sufficient county,
state and federal money to fund the entire development. This is a win-win-win. This project brings us closer to a more
equitable and sustainable community. I support this project wholeheartedly and look forward to Mill Valley building its
first completely affordable housing in over 20 years.
Thank you and let's do this,
Cassie Anderson
190 Miller Ave, Mill Valley
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lynn Perry <lperry@perryip.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 12:47 PM
John McCauley; Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Committee meeting 5/25/21 - comments

CAUTION: External Sender

RE: Public Safety Building/Hauke Field Parking proposed housing site
Hello,
First, I appreciate your service to the community. But I am very concerned about the project as proposed.
Biological assessment studies to protect habitat for plants and animals must be done to assess feasibility from
that perspective prior to proceeding. The plan does not take into account the intense usage (with
accompanying parking) of the current site. There is nowhere else to relocate current restrooms and parking.
The one area is current open space which I believe is subject to the BCDC longterm plan. My understanding is
that it is the last piece of open space within Mill Valley. It is heavily used. Moreover, parking spills over from the
current parking areas to the neighboring streets – estimated at at least an additional 100 cars at a time. You
are proposing only giving residents 1.5 cars, so that will add likely yet another 50 cars…for parking and for
traffic. This is most unwise. A smaller development could work provided existing parking was maintained and
enough parking provided for new residents. This proposal will not work. An 80% increase in density on that tiny
street will make an already crowded street nearly impassable.
This area is not short of affordable housing, I believe. Currently on Roque Moraes Drive (the street leading into
Hamilton Drive) there are ten apartment buildings with multiple rental units. Additionally, there are another four
apartment building in the Enchanted Knolls neighborhood. Within 440 yards of this proposed site there is
Shelter Hill (Miwok Village) with 76 affordable apartments. Within short walking distance there is Mercy
Housing with 24 supportive housing units; The Redwoods provides a "affordable community..for diverse group
of elders"; Mill Creek Apartments provides Sec. 202 Supportive Housing. I am informed that all of these
developments have followed zoning, parking, environmental requirements and have community support. We
should not be waving these time tested requirements for this new project. I urge you to adhere to your
Committee's Goal 1.0: Maintain and enhance the quality and affordability of existing housing and ensure new
development is compatible with Mill Valley's small town character and many environment, community
neighborhood and scenic attributes. Listen to the community now and do not designate the Public Safety
Building/Hauke Field Parking lot as a housing site.

Regards,
Lynn Perry
4 Eucalyptus Knoll St.
Mill Valley CA 94941
PLEASE NOTE: This e-mail (including any attachments) may contain material that is confidential and for the sole use of
the intended recipient. Any review, reliance, distribution or forwarding without express permission is strictly prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, please let the sender know and delete all copies.
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tino Ciambriello <tciambriello@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 12:48 PM
Danielle Staude
Housing Advisory Committee 5/25/21 Meeting Comments

CAUTION: External Sender

All,
This is not a feasible idea. Traffic issues and safety issues alone should be enough for people to clearly see that this is
not the correct spot for this project. Our neighbor Jim Devitt really laid out the case in his comments. Please listen to
him and the other neighbors and find another spot.

Best,

Tino and Jill Ciambriello
49 Millay Place
Mill Valley, CA 94941
415-686-1655
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Danielle Staude
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Helen Pacula <delcardo@att.net>
Sunday, May 23, 2021 1:11 PM
Danielle Staude
John Antonini; Stephanie Ripley; Wanda Headrick; nelsonhank@aol.com; Lynn Perry;
Stephanie Waxman; Barbara Lenehan; delcardo@att.net; Kim Hettena;
regirohe@yahoo.com; Tory Stephens; Kelly Susan; Marilyn Sugarman;
nanameyer@aol.com
Housing Advisory Committee 5/25/21 Meeting Hauke Park Comments

CAUTION: External Sender

Dear Ms.Staud,
The proposal of building a large apartment building inside the core recreation area serving the entire City of Mill Valley
and environs is unacceptable. Whereas it sounds great to put it in a parking lot, the resulting relocation of the restroom
and additional parking into the existing heavily used parklands is an outrage. The fields are fully utilized to the maximum
of their capacity, and the open space areas are in use by our townsfolk and wildlife at all times (as was intended, and
wisely zoned accordingly). The creek running thru the parkland is the only fresh water source for any of the animals and
birds on the whole former island of Enchanted Knolls/Shelter Hill/Eucalyptus Knoll/Sunrise Point & Miwok Village.
Without it the animals are often killed while trying to cross Hwy. 101 or the heavily trafficked East Blithedale Avenue, a
main artery for entering or leaving town. The surrounding area is densely populated, and commute traffic through the
neighborhood from motorists avoiding the gridlock on the freeway and Blithedale, as well as the recreational fields use
is already impacting access to all of Mill Valley from the Public Safety Building.
I include Jim Devitt’s well thought out letter.
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter,
Helen Pacula
From: Jim Devitt j
Sent: Sunday, May 23, 2021, 7:00:22 AM PDT
Subject: Housing Advisory Committee 5/25/21 Meeting Comments
Mayor John McCauley, Chair, Housing Advisory Committee and City Council Liaison
Danielle Staud, City of Mill Valley Planning Department
The Public Safety Building/Hauke Field Parking lot is not a feasible housing site. I base this conclusion on
the following staff and consultant's reports and findings: Pg. 8 of the consultant's report clearly states that
this site requires special biological assessment studies to protect habitat for plants and animals. We
should have these studies prior to proceeding. The consultant further states, "Until further biological and
survey studies can be conducted it is assumed the identified housing site could provide...feasible project.
It is dangerous to assume something before actual studies/facts. Pg. 8 states: "Current restrooms and
parking area for Hauke Field may need to be relocated elsewhere on the PSB site". Just where is
"elsewhere"? The only "elsewhere" are bay lands that are clearly indicated on the site legend. Pg.4
indicates that this location is feasible "in terms of location, size of parcel, topography/slope, ability to
accommodate existing uses in the area, allowable access". None of these "terms" are clarified. The
location is out of character for the neighborhood and will require increased building height; will require
variances, zoning changes, an 80% increase in allowable density, encroachment on bay lands,
questionable/unknown parking redesign, impact the current uses of the fields, and will increase traffic on
a a road that is heavily used by children walking/biking to school and field activities. I urge committee
members to visit this site when field activities are taking place. All fields are fully used; parking is full and
cars are parked on neighboring streets. The issue of making Hamilton a two way street past the Public
Safety Building will surely come up. You will recall a past City Council member advocated for making
Hamilton a two way street to appease drivers who wanted a "short-cut" to the freeway via neighborhood
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streets that were never designed for traffic other than local neighborhood traffic. I am alarmed with the
staff report outlining the proposed process which doesn't consider community input until after the project
is approved. Clearly this is being forced upon the community with no input until after the project is
approved. This property belongs to the community; it doesn't belong to developers. Currently on Roque
Moraes Drive (the street leading into Hamilton Drive) there are ten apartment buildings with multiple rental
units. Additionally, there are another four apartment building in the Enchanted Knolls neighborhood.
Within 440 yards of this proposed site there is Shelter Hill (Miwok Village) with 76 affordable apartments.
Within short walking distance there is Mercy Housing with 24 supportive housing units; The Redwoods
provides a "affordable community..for diverse group of elders"; Mill Creek Apartments provides Sec. 202
Supportive Housing. My point is that all of these developments have followed zoning, parking,
environmental requirements and have community support. Why are we waving these time tested
requirements for this new project? I urge you to adhere to your Committee's Goal 1.0: Maintain and
enhance the quality and affordability of existing housing and ensure new development is compatible with
Mill Valley's small town character and many environment, community neighborhood and scenic attributes.
Listen to the community now and not designate the Public Safety Building/Hauke Field Parking lot as a
housing site.Thank you for your service to our community.
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Tom and Kay Conneely
163 Kipling Drive
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Tom: (415) 203-2769 Kay: (415) 269-5294
tfc@conneely.com kayconneely@gmail.com

May 23, 2021

Danielle Staude, Senior Planner
Planning and Building Department
City of Mill Valley
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Dear Ms. Staude,
We are submitting these comments for consideration of the Housing Advisory Committee
at its scheduled meeting on May 25. We will send these comments to you via email.
First, we recognize the need Mill Valley has for affordable housing. We have had
conversations with local business owners who find it nearly impossible to attract
employees at the wages the businesses can afford due to the lack of affordable housing in
the area. We therefore support all efforts to find locations in Mill Valley that
accommodate affordable housing. With regard to the proposal that the Committee will
consider on Tuesday we would like to be supportive but we have a number of questions
that are not addressed in the Consultant’s report:
1. We appreciate and fully support questions 1-7 raised by our neighbor Jeralyn
Seiling in her memorandum to you dated May 21, 2021.
2. You will note that we live on Kipling Drive. I began to occupy our house late in
1974—nearly 47 years. Over that time the street has experienced heavier traffic.
The amount of traffic is not a concern—the speed that some drivers attain is most
definitely a concern. So far, despite several requests to Chiefs of the MVPD,
there has been no enforcement activity. Two former neighbors and I met with
Chief Angel Bernal to ask for some enforcement. He complained to us that he did
not have enough officers to patrol Kipling Drive but he promised to frequently
locate the “speed trailer” on the street. He did that (it has limited effect) but after
his retirement the speed trailer has not been seen on the street for going on at
least two years. I wrote a letter to his acting replacement asking for enforcement.
Although she called and left a message, my return call was never responded to.
We residents on Kipling Drive experience a speeding problem that the City
has refused to address. That should be addressed now by the City Council
and the MVPD while discussions about affordable housing continue.
3. Ms. Seiling makes an excellent point about the portion of Hamilton Drive that is
now one-way. I personally participated in the discussions that led to the one-way

determination by the City. The Committee should decide immediately to
recommend that the one-way status not be changed. Hamilton Drive was
designed and built to allow Fire and Police emergency vehicles entry and egress
and it is not suitable in width for heavier traffic. Further, even the current one
way traffic in late afternoon leads to congestion on Roque Moraes.
4. The Consultant’s report makes no recommendation on what will become of the
public restrooms other that they may have to be relocated. Where? That question
should definitely be addressed by the Committee.
5. Ms. Seiling’s thoughtful submission comments on the massive size of the
proposed building. It is impossible to visualize the footprint of the actual
proposed building on the .75 acres. Will it occupy the entire site? Presumably
not, since the proposal talks about the expansion of the parking lot by 12 spaces.
6.

The supposition that residents of the building will park there means to us that the
parking lot will become totally occupied by the building’s residents thereby
depriving Hauke Park users of currently available spaces. The assumption that
residents will average 1.5 cars per unit seems to defy reality. Even if that
assumption is correct the proposed expansion by 12 spaces will not accommodate
the tenants.

7. Has the consultant observed the heavy traffic on Roque Moraes in late afternoon
and on weekends? Ms. Seiling’s questions the ability of that street to handle more
traffic. It frequently takes two changes of lights at the Blithedale/Roque Moraes
intersection to turn left onto Blithedale.
8. The residents at Scott Highlands and around the golf course seem to have
eliminated any project occurring in their areas. Forgive us for not getting on the
bandwagon earlier to raise questions about the PSB site.
9. The Consultant’s Website contains a paper that concludes that compliance with
CEQA should not be considered a problem even though it quotes that Statute as
requiring the identification of “…potentially significant environmental
impacts…and then to avoid or mitigate these impacts…” Not only does the
Consultant’s report not identify potentially significant impacts, it seems to
dismiss any such impacts as easily overcome and does not offer any suggestions
to avoid or mitigate. The fact that the report does not even consider the impact on
the surrounding neighborhood is offensive.
We are not opposed to considering the site for affordable housing. However, these and
other questions and issues must be addressed by the Committee. And we would like to
see an actual footprint of the proposed building on the site, not just a rendering of what
that building might look like. Certainly a creative architect could design a building that
looks more consistent with other structures in Mill Valley.

Having said our piece for the time being we anticipate that there will be many more
opportunities for us and our neighbors in Enchanted Knolls to work with the Committee.
We will be happy to respond to any comments or questions the Committee has.
Please place us on email lists to receive communications from the Planning and Building
Department on this subject.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this very important proposal.
Sincerely,

Thomas F. Conneely
Kay G. Conneely

