CITY OF MILL VALLEY
CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
26 CORTE MADERA AVENUE, MILL VALLEY
March 7, 2011
7:30 p.m.

Kenneth R. Wachtel, Mayor--Present
Garry Lion, Vice Mayor--Present
Andrew Berman--Present

Shawn Marshall--Present

Stephanie Moulton-Peters--Present

City Staff: City Manager McCann, Assistant to the City Manager Walsh, Finance Director
Erickson, Director of Planning and Building Moore, Interim Director of Public Works Barnes
and City Attorney Stepanicich.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Wachtel called the Regular Session to order at 7:30 p.m.

ACTION OUT OF CLOSED SESSION

Mayor Wachtel announced that there was no action taken in Closed Session.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Mayor Wachtel requested a moment of silence in memory of the Mill Valley child who passed
away Friday, March 3.

PUBLIC OPEN TIME

Mayor Wachtel opened Public Open Time. There were no comments.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA ORDER

It was MOVED by Vice-Mayor Lion and SECONDED by Councilmember Moulton-Peters
to approve the Council meeting agenda. The Motion was carried unanimously.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

It was MOVED by Councilmember Marshall and SECONDED by Vice-Mayor Lion to
approve the Consent Calendar.
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1.  Warrants--$ 881,028.69.
Recommended Action: Approve paying expenses authorized by the adopted City
Budget.

Staff Report--Payables

2. Acceptance of $1,000 donation from the Dipsea Race Committee to support the
Community Center’s Tenth Anniversary Celebration.
Recommended Action: Accept donation.
Staff Report--Acceptance of $1,000 Donation from the Dipsea Race
Committee

3. Consideration of a Resolution approving a $34,000. Fiscal Year 2010/2011 General
Fund Budget Adjustment for the Marin Watershed Program.
Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No.___.

Staff Report--Budget Adjustment for Marin Watershed Program

PUBLIC HEARING:

4. Consideration of a Resolution regarding an appeal by Scott and Laura Landress, 580
Throckmorton Avenue, of the Planning Commission’s Zoning Ordinance determination
that a trampoline shall be considered to be an "Accessory Building or Structure."
Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No.__ . Amended Resolution to Council March
21, 2011.

Staff Report--Planning Commission Zoning Ordinance Appeal 580 Throckmorton Avenue

Staff Presentation

Director of Planning and Building Moore gave a staff presentation on the item.

Councilmember Marshall asked about the current zoning ordinance definitions for “accessory
buildings and structures.”

Mayor Wachtel asked Planning and Building Director Moore about the basis for his initial
determination and asked if a past staff decision can be revisited.

Planning and Building Director Moore responded and outlined the definition of an accessory
building and structure and reviewed his zoning ordinance determination; he noted that a
reconsideration of previous decisions is permitted.

Planning Commission Liaison Report

Planning Commissioner Chambers gave a Planning Commission liaison report on the item.

Mayor Wachtel opened the public hearing.
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The appellant, Scott Landress, gave a presentation in opposition to the resolution.
Robert Knox, representative for Kevin and Susan Stone, gave a presentation in support of the
resolution. He commented that he believes that the staff has inappropriately framed the issue

before the Council; he believes that the determination relates exclusively to the trampoline on the
Landress’ property.

Paula Hubbard, Butch Hubbard, of 568 Throckmorton Ave, Susan Stone and Kevin Stone,
of 1 Throckmorton Ave, spoke in favor of the resolution.

Barbara Sobel, Elizabeth Shepard, Ricardo Capretta, and Laura Landress spoke in
opposition to the resolution.

Mayor Wachtel closed the public hearing.

Council Questions and Deliberations

Attorney Stepanicich clarified the Council’s role in making a ruling on the matter. The issue at
hand, he stated, was whether or not trampolines are accessory structures, and not to rule solely
on the one instance of a trampoline on the Landress’ property.

Councilmembers noted that it is unfortunate that this matter between neighbors has resulted in a
City Council hearing.

Motion/Vote

Council gave unanimous direction for staff to return to Council with revised resolution that
would grant the appeal and establish that a trampoline is not an accessory structure.

NEW BUSINESS:

5. Presentation by the City Librarian of the 2010/2011 strategic planning efforts by
the Library Board of Trustees and proposed work plan.
Recommended Action: Receive presentation, adopt the work plan, discuss and
provide direction as appropriate.

Staff Report--Library 2010-11 Strategic Plan and Work Plan

City Librarian Brenner introduced the staff report and summarized the history of the Library
staff and the Library Board regarding strategic planning efforts; she reviewed the specific
elements of the proposed workplan.

Councilmembers noted their strong appreciation for the work performed by the Library staff and
Board and the substantial support from the Friends of the Library, the Library Foundation, and
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the Historical Society. They accepted the workplan and urged the Library to continue to explore
opportunities to serve the needs and interests of the community.

6. Overview presentation of the City’s risk management programs and participation
in Bay Cities Joint Powers Insurance Authority.
Recommended Action: Receive presentation, discuss and provide direction as

appropriate.

Staff Report--Overview of the City's Risk Management Programs and participation
in the BJPIA

Finance and Human Resources Director Erickson introduced Rob Kramer and Adrienne De
Cuir Beatty of Bickmore Risk Services, who presented this item. Council directed staff to
consider adjusting levels of coverage on areas where the City has not had claims in recent years
and to participate in a periodic audit.

7. Consideration of an alternate April 18th City Council meeting.
Recommended Action: Discuss and provide direction as appropriate.

City Manager McCann presented on this item. Council directed staff to follow up with
possible dates in the upcoming week. The proposed date will be on the agenda for the upcoming
March 21, 2011 City Council meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

8. Presentation by the Department of Public Works regarding the upcoming
adjustment of the sanitary sewer fee rate structure.
Recommended Action: Receive presentation, discuss and provide direction as

appropriate.

Staff Report--Upcoming Adjustment of the Sanitary Sewer Fee Rate Structure

City Manager McCann introduced the topic. Interim Public Works Director Barnes and
representatives from HF&H Consultants, LLC, presented on this item.

Council indicated that they supported the plan to increase sewer rates at a level which will
provide sufficient to immediately address operating needs and begin needed infrastructure repair
work. Council urged less reliance on debt financing. They also supported establishing an aid
program for low-income ratepayers and offering a rate structure that would equitably assign cost
to high-use consumers. Council directed staff to draft a plan for presentation to the public.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT AND COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS:

City Manager McCann had no announcements. Councilmember Moulton-Peters reported
that she has been appointed to a SMART train committee.
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COUNCIL REQUESTS AND IDEAS FOR DISCUSSION
Councilmember Marshall requested City Council meeting agendas be carefully considered in
regards to anticipated length of agenda items.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Wachtel adjourned the meeting on March 8", 2011 at 12:15 a.m. to the next regularly
scheduled City Council meeting to be held on Monday, March 21, 2011.

Minutes prepared by Linn Walsh, Assistant to the City Manager

Kenneth R. Wachtel, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kimberly Wilson, Deputy City Clerk
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